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How Cod is growing our church 
Recently the Speedwell Heights congregation (Lititz, Pa.) 
has been experiencing new vitality as well as significant 
growth. In the last 5 years average worship attendance has 
risen f rom 54 to 110. Numerous people have accepted Christ 
and entered into the covenant of church membership. Here is a 
brief description of the process God has used in our congrega-
tion: 
A purpose statement. This may appear to be just another 
time-consuming task. This, however, is far f rom the truth. 
Human nature naturally gravitates to the comfortable. Unless 
we have a vision and focus to bring us back on track, we will 
wander from God's purpose and plan. We began to wrestle 
with questions: Why do we exist? Why do we keep our doors 
open? We felt the Spirit calling us to care for each other, but 
not to become a social club. We felt God calling us to be fish-
ers of men, not keepers of the aquarium. The final product of 
our prayer and study was a purpose statement that emphasized 
worship, obedience, discipleship, and outreach. 
Focus on strengths. The key to building congregational 
momentum, I believe, is to focus first on a congregation's 
strengths. A small congregation's resources are limited and the 
gift mix may not make it possible to strengthen one's weak-
nesses until later. We focused on our strengths—children's 
club ministry, worship, and caregiving—and began to see the 
potential of the congregation realized in fruitful and exciting 
ways. As we build further momentum and deepen our 
resources, I am confident that the areas where we have been 
weaker will also be made strengths. 
Worship teams. Teams of singers and musicians lead a 12-
15 minute worship block at the beginning of our services. A 
variety of instruments—piano, guitar, drums, bass and 
organ—accompany a mix of hymns, responsive readings, and 
worship choruses. This mix of contemporary and traditional 
elements has served to meet the needs of those more accus-
tomed to traditional music as well as those newcomers who 
listen to contemporary music. 
A teleharvest. Sparked by an invitation from our bishop, we 
decided to commit to a Phone's For You campaign: making 
between 15,000-20,000 phone calls to unchurched people in 
our community. This thought was mind-boggling at first. But 
after much discussion, the church board recommended that we 
hold the teleharvest, and the congregation supported it. With 
the help of others, we made over 18,000 phone calls and had 
over 1,100 people tell us they were unchurched and interested 
in hearing more about our congregation. Our efforts culminat-
ed in a Celebration Sunday where 167 people, including 80 
newcomers, joined us for worship. 
Two services. The teleharvest gave us both an injection of 
new people as well as further momentum to reach out to our 
community. As a result, we found ourselves running out of 
worship space. We considered numerous options and made 
minor building modifications, but eventually we had to decide 
whether to go to two services. All of us felt it was less than 
ideal, but with a sanctuary filled to capacity, we had a real 
space problem. In September 1994 we moved to two services. 
Our first Family Fun Fair. With so many young families 
in our community, we decided to develop an outreach specifi-
cally for them. After our own church picnic on a Sunday after-
noon, we invited the community to join us for a time of free 
food—hot dogs, popcorn, sno-cones, and orange drink—as 
well as face painting, animal balloons, and other children's 
games. We even had several games for the adults. Afterward 
we invited people to the community band shell for a puppet 
show, a time of worship, and a special message on 
"Raising positive kids in a negative world." The 
response was tremendous. We served over 360 hot 
dogs and had over 400 people participate. An 
excellent crowd of people f rom the community 
also joined us for our service at the band shell. 
As I reflect on the last few years at Speedwell 
Heights, I am excited that the congregation has 
been willing to try new things, and to make diffi-
cult and uncomfortable decisions, so that our wit-
ness for Christ can grow. This takes faith, personal 
sacrifice, and a servant heart, but this is what hon-
ors the Lord. 
Submitted by Glenn Pfeiffer, pastor. 
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Barbara Day lives in Ridge-
way, Ontario. 
HAVE YOU EVER FACED T h a n k s g i v i n g and wonde red if you had any rea-son to celebrate? " C o m e to our 
house , " reluctant ly I had said to the family. 
"We w o n ' t be happy, but w e can be togeth-
er." 
T h e beaut i fu l display of fall fo l iage 
s tood in stark contrast to the heaviness I 
was exper ienc ing as I began las t -minute 
prepara t ions fo r this Thanksg iv ing dinner. 
E v e n the table ref lected my mood . W h a t it 
needed was some color! 
Venturing outside, I f o u n d the day to be 
cold and crisp. A kil l ing f ros t had blanket-
ed the area the night before . T w o yel low 
but terf l ies tried their best to cheer me up as 
they f lut tered and twirled a m o n g the fa l l ing 
leaves. In the mids t of the f l ower garden 
s tood one red rose bud un touched by the 
f ros t . A s I p icked it, a small stirring began 
wi thin me . Was it possible to celebrate 
when sur rounded by sadness? 
By noon the fami ly began to arrive. A 
sister and brother- in- law were the first to 
come . Heal th and f inancial p rob lems over 
the past months had taken their toll. Our 
oldest daughte r and her husband c a m e with 
a great aunt. This would be the first f ami ly 
ga ther ing fo l lowing her bereavement . Wid-
by Barbara Day 
o w e d since spring, she was learning, a f te r 
f i f ty years of marr iage, to m a n a g e on her 
own . And our younges t daughter , f igh t ing 
to f ind stabili ty in her o w n life, surpr ised 
us by showing up. 
There would be two empty chairs . O u r 
second daughte r and her husband had 
m o v e d to Ken tucky where he was study-
ing. H o w the tears had f l owed dur ing our 
last te lephone conversa t ion . Being separat-
ed f r o m their fami l ies was more di f f icul t 
for them than any of us had imagined . 
G r a n d m a was there, too, greet ing f ami ly 
m e m b e r s as they arrived. H e r thin, s tooped 
f r a m e bet rayed the heavy cost of her long 
care of Grandpa . However , her del ight of 
seeing each person awakened a n e w aware-
ness within me. She was captur ing this 
m o m e n t , seizing it as someth ing precious . 
Late that night, I dec ided to go for a 
drive. I needed s o m e t ime to m y s e l f — t i m e 
to think through the happen ings of the day. 
" C o m e , " I had said to the family . "We 
w o n ' t be happy, but we can be together ." 
Somehow, s o m e w h e r e dur ing the day we 
had exper ienced a sense of unity go ing 
beyond the norm. H o w had it happened? 
Had the dif f icul t exper iences of the past 
year lef t us more vulnerable to each o ther? 
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Because of the measure of each per-
son's pain, had there been greater 
acceptance and understanding? 
Suddenly my mind was aroused 
to the reality around me. The mid-
night sky was ablaze with a myriad 
of dancing lights. Stopping the car, 1 
walked into the night to become a 
part of the aurora borealis. Amidst 
the kaleidoscope of flashing colors, 
I was given new eyesight. My view 
had become too narrow! In spite of 
the circumstances of the recent past, 
I had much for which to be thank-
ful. How small our problems 
seemed as the sky around me con-
tinued to fluoresce. 
The night 's chill moved me to 
return to the car. It has been quite a 
Thanksgiving Day! But there was 
one lesson more for me to learn. 
Before retiring, I picked up my 
Bible and read 1 Thessalonians 4, 
the portion scheduled for my daily 
reading. Verses 15-18 arrested my 
attention as abruptly as had the radi-
ant sky moments earlier: 
"According to the Lord 's own 
word, we tell you that we who are 
still alive, who are left till the com-
ing of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will 
come down f rom heaven, with a 
loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught 
up with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will 
be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage each other with these 
words." 
In one short day the Lord had led 
me through a process of "thankless-
ness" to "the obligation of Thanks-
giving" to "the reality of thanks-liv-
ing"! No circumstance in life, 
regardless of how overwhelming, is 
too big for the God who created the 
universe and who offers his own 
presence to be with us now and for 
eternity. • 
7 can hardly put 
into words the 
debt of gratitude 
I owe../ 
BIBLICAL VALUES in o u r N o r t h American culture are not pop-ular. Several recent involve-
ments brought this to my attention. 
They could have happened at any 
time and any place, but they brought 
some meaning to me that I wish to 
share. 
One was a conversation with one 
of my former teachers who was sit-
ting with me at a summer picnic. He 
was reflecting on his years of expe-
rience (he is more than 80 years 
old). From experiences at many dif-
ferent places on our earth and in 
vastly different cultures, he had 
observed that Christianity usually is 
much more heavily influenced by 
any culture than the people of that 
culture are aware of, or will admit 
when they are aware of it. That is so 
true! 
A couple of glaring examples 
f rom our own culture might be eye 
openers. I recently heard a man tell 
how he had determined that his chil-
dren and wife would have things he 
didn' t have when he was growing 
up. He reported how he had dili-
gently given himself to his work to 
make money so his children could 
buy homes when it came to that 
time. Our culture promotes thrift 
by R. Donald Shafer 
and making money. The pain was 
that he had not taken the time and 
energy to express his love toward 
his wife and children, and now they 
detest him for his neglect of them. It 
seems a great puzzle to him. Yet the 
biblical value of God promising to 
be with people and Jesus promising 
to be with us always should give us 
a clue that it is more important to 
love persons and be with them than 
to build wealth or other resources to 
give when we have lost respect 
along the way. 
Another example in our culture is 
that we demand law and order, and 
will use violence to keep that value. 
We have gangs of children and 
youth in our cities who see our films 
and videos, but have never experi-
enced loving relationships that bring 
the best to law and order. We have 
seen the devastation of the bombing 
in Oklahoma City, and the news 
articles on a mother who sent her 
two children into a watery grave to 
keep her own selfish relationship. 
We are so enraged that there is a 
clamor for her death. When will we 
ever learn? 
Another recent experience that 
led me to reflect on discipling was 
involvement in a seminar on com-
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muni ty bui ld ing. I me t wi th 4 0 o ther 
persons , all of t hem total s t rangers 
to me . W e were to f o r m c o m m u n i t y 
and then learn the skills as to h o w 
that happens . I soon d i scovered a 
circle of very broken people and a 
lot of stories of incredible pain over 
b roken re la t ionships . Litt le w o n d e r 
that peop le are seeking seminars to 
f ind s o m e kind of hea l ing! I was 
r e m i n d e d of a quo te f r o m the 
M a y / J u n e issue of Good News by 
Jerry Walls . H e wrote , " In our age, 
as in every age, peop le are longing 
fo r happiness , not real iz ing that 
what they are look ing fo r is holi-
ness . " 
As I l is tened to tragic stories of 
abuse and b roken covenants , I was 
g ra te fu l f o r those in m y life w h o not 
only ta lked about d isc ipleship , but 
were d isc ip les in their at t i tudes and 
responses to m e because of their 
be ing in Chris t . It r eminded m e of 
the par t ic ipant at the c lose of the 
s emina r w h o said, " w h e n you mee t 
me , d o n ' t ask h o w I a m doing, but 
h o w I am be ing . " Tha t is f o o d fo r 
thought . 
I can hard ly put in to w o r d s the 
debt of gra t i tude I o w e to those per-
sons in m y l i fe w h o were disciples . I 
had parents , g randparen ts , and a 
pas tor w h o loved m e wi thout reser-
vat ion. I w a s taught to love and live 
with s ibl ings as a no rma l par t of l ife. 
I had teachers and relat ives and 
church m e m b e r s w h o a f f i rmed me. I 
w a s f o r m e d by m y peers w h o were 
mos t ly k ind and decent h u m a n 
be ings . I me t and marr ied a spouse 
w h o has loved m e wi th compass ion 
and c o m m i t m e n t fo r near ly 4 0 
years . I w a s b lessed by a spiri tual 
I do not know what the 
turns in the road may 
bring. I am not able to 
predict the responses of 
other disciples. But this 
I know, Jesus is the 
Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. And if we know 
that we are to be like 
Jesus, we will surely 
need each other, 
just as the first twelve 
disciples needed Jesus. 
mento r w h o gave himself that I 
might mature . W h a t a wonder . 
I was blessed recent ly by a quote 
f r o m Warren W. Wiersbe f r o m his 
autobiography, Be Myself, in which 
he wrote , " T h e kind of successor I 
may get m a y depend a great deal on 
the kind of p redecessor I ' v e been 
and how I ' v e related to m y o w n pre-
decessor. To re ject the past and 
ignore the fu ture , whi le th inking 
only of my minis t ry in my era, is 
both self ish and fool i sh ." This is a 
s t rong reminder to l ive responsibly 
and be unself ishly present for the 
person or persons w h o are G o d ' s 
g i f t s to each of us now. Th i s is at the 
heart of discipleship. 
T h e other ref lec t ion on a current 
exper ience is the value of be ing 
involved in a small g roup of persons 
w h o are also disciples of Jesus 
Christ . It helps m e to listen to wha t 
is happen ing in the l ives of people 
w h o f ace similar pressures in life, 
w h o are seeking to fo l low Jesus in 
this t ime and p lace and in this con-
gregat ion. I am suppor ted by them 
and I am accountable to them. We 
may not a lways be in heavy talk 
about biblical values, but w e are 
persons w h o are thinking and talk-
ing to each other about wha t it 
means to be fo l lowers of Jesus in 
the midst of brokenness , worr ies , 
concerns , hurts, humor , and all o ther 
aspects of our l ife together. We have 
a long way to go to be mode l s of 
discipleship, but it helps m e to 
r e m e m b e r that we need each other. 
I am also he lped by a f e w mutual -
ly chosen disciples that check in on 
each other f r o m t ime to t ime on h o w 
we are behav ing as Chr is t ians in our 
wor ld of today. S o m e t i m e s I a m 
chal lenged. At o ther t imes I receive 
very he lpfu l counsel . The re are 
spaces fo r l is tening and telling our 
stories. To be a f f i rmed and encour-
aged is a dist inct part of disciple-
ship. 
The re is m u c h to learn and the 
j ou rney goes on. I do not k n o w what 
the turns in the road m a y br ing. I am 
not able to predict the responses of 
other disciples. But this I know, 
Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Li fe . And if w e know that we are to 
be like Jesus, w e will surely need 
each other jus t as the f irst twelve 
disciples needed Jesus . I have decid-
ed to fo l low this pa thway of disci-
pleship. I seek others to be so journ-
ers. 
Don Shafer is General Secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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e x p e n s e s 
by Bi l l D. Hal lsted 
"Pas tor G r i m s h a n k ? M a y I speak 
wi th y o u ? " 
" W h o are y o u ? H o w did you get 
past m y secre ta ry?" 
" M y n a m e is K e n Skwezdry . Your 
secretary had her head inside the copi-
er mut te r ing some th ing about d ino-
saurs and N o a h ' s ark, so I jus t walked 
in. D o you h a v e a f e w m o m e n t s ? " 
"Well , if i t ' s impor tan t , I suppose . 
H o w m a y I he lp y o u ? " 
"I n e e d t o t a l k w i t h y o u a b o u t 
s o m e past due bil ls the church has. A 
n u m b e r of your c r ed i to r s—seven to 
be e x a c t — h a v e re ta ined our f i rm to 
col lec t the i r d e l i n q u e n t accoun t s . I 
w o r k wi th S k w e e z e m , B leedem, and 
Gr inch . W e ' d l ike to settle the mat te r 
amicably, wi thout having to take your 
o rgan iza t ion to cour t . " 
"I see. Well, I ' m afraid I can ' t real-
ly do a lot about those past due bills. 
We s imply d o n ' t h a v e the m o n e y to 
pay them. You see, w e ' v e had a lot of 
e x p e n s e s w e d i d n ' t c o u n t on , and 
those unexpec t ed expendi tu res have 
lef t the t reasury wi thou t even enough 
to pay m y o w n salary in fu l l . " 
" O h my, t ha t ' s too bad . W h a t 
unexpected expenses are we talking 
about here. Pas to r?" 
"Wel l , w e had to b u y a n e w 
boa t for the F i sherson fami ly . 
T h e i r o ld o n e w a s s m a l l e r 
than they wan ted . " 
Mr. S k w e z d r y ' s confus ion 
was instantly evident . "Excuse 
m e ? T h e church bought this f ami -
ly a f i sh ing boa t ? " 
"Yes. It wasn ' t in the church 's bud-
get, but the Fishersons felt they need-
ed it. Then w e had to pay for fou r or 
f ive mini -vacat ions at the lake for the 
P laywel l fami ly ." 
" I ' m sorry, Pastor. I am confused . 
You ' r e saying the church paid fo r the 
ge t - aways?" 
" O h , no . Tha t w a s f o r the P lay-
wells . We f inanced a s u m m e r cot tage 
fo r the G e t a w a y s . " 
"You have a fami ly n a m e d 'Get -
a w a y ' ? " 
"Of course . We w o u l d n ' t pay fo r a 
summer cottage for a family that wasn ' t 
even part of our church! Oh , then we 
b o u g h t the B l o s s o m f a m i l y a th i rd 
car. The i r daugh te r got her l icense, 
you know, so the two they had weren ' t 
a lways enough . " 
"You ' re jus t not making any sense, 
Pastor. W h y is the church paying for 
these th ings? I c a m e to talk about the 
church ' s past due bills, not things the 
church has no bus iness buy ing fo r its 
m e m b e r s . " 
"But you asked w h y w e can ' t pay 
the bills, and I ' m a t tempt ing to ex-
plain that. I t ' s the mat ter of these un-
e x p e c t e d e x p e n s e s . T h e F a r d r o v e s 
p lanned a s ix-week tour of the north-
ern states and Canada , so w e helped 
pay for that. We had to put a new roof 
on the Drench ' s house, a third bath in 
the Upsca le ' s house, and a deck and 
b a r b e c u e gril l on the S m o k e l o v e ' s , 
and. . . ." 
" W h o a , w h o a ! W a i t a 
minute! These are absolutely 
not chu rch e x p e n s e s at all. 
W h y is the c h u r c h b u y i n g 
t h i n g s l ike tha t f o r p e o p l e 
when you can ' t even pay your 
bi l ls?" 
"Well , we w e r e n ' t really given a 
cho ice . " 
"Wha t do you mean , you w e r e n ' t 
g iven a choice? D o these people con-
trol the church board, so they can vote 
church funds fo r their o w n personal 
use? I th ink that ' s patent ly il legal, if 
that ' s the c a s e — I R S C o d e 501(c)(3) 
and all that ." 
" O h , no. N o t h i n g l ike tha t , " the 
pastor protes ted. " I t ' s per fec t ly legal, 
I ' m afraid. You see, they d o n ' t take 
the m o n e y back out of the treasury. 
T h e y j u s t h a v e t h e s e t h i n g s t h e y 
d e c i d e t hey rea l ly n e e d , b u t c a n ' t 
a f f o r d . S o t h e y t a k e t h e i r t i t h e — 
money that be longs to G o d and that 
the church counts on to pay its b i l l s— 
and they use that m o n e y to pay fo r 
their o w n th ings ." 
" O h . " 
" S o I ' m afra id tha t ' s w h y I c a n ' t 
o f f e r y o u a n y t h i n g on the bi l l s the 
church owes. M y hands are tied, as it 
were." 
"As it were," Skwezdry echoed. "As 
it is, my good man, I ' m afraid we ' l l see 
you in court." 
"As it is, and ever shall be, woes 
w i t h o u t e n d , " P a s t o r G r i m s h a n k 
intoned in his very best liturgical voice. 
"Good day, Mr. Skwezdry. Oh, as you 
go by, would you jiggle the copier while 
my secretary holds the parts together? 
We really need to use it today." 
A n d so unfo lds another day in the 
l ife of First Church of the Perpetua l 
Quandary . Tune in next w e e k as we 
explore w h o these people really are 
w h o a re r o b b i n g G o d . I ' m ce r t a in 
y o u ' r e not one of them. Are you? 
Bill Hallsted lives in Griffith, Indiana. 






• A couple arrives late for dinner, and the 
husband announces with irritation, "I 'm 
awfully sorry we're late, but Anne didn't 
get it together in time." 
• The parents get together with relatives 
and start talking about 13-year-old 
Virginia who is sitting with them. "She's 
an emotional wreck—if you correct her, 
she bursts into tears, and any little disap-
pointment becomes a major event." 
• The little boy with a speech difficulty 
looks to his older brother for help when 
other boys make fun of him, but older 
brother joins in their mockery. 
ES, THESE ARE LITTLE THINGS—but l i t t l e d i s l o y -
alties can do a lot to destroy family relation-
ships. Loyalty is not only a quality needed in 
extreme circumstances. It is also part of the glue that 
keeps our everyday relationships together. 
The model of loyalty, of course, is God. He is 
loyal to us—steadfast, trustworthy, faithful. 
He wants to teach us to be loyal to him 
and one another. What does it mean to 
be loyal to one another? Scripture 
offers us examples of people who 
were "loyal under fire," like Jonathan 
who stuck with David despite 
Saul 's fury, and Paul 's friends 
who demonstrated loyalty even 
after his imprisonment. A lot 
of Scripture's teaching, how-
ever, is contained in its instruc-
tion about how we ought to 
speak about each other and how 
we ought to handle situations 
when someone seems to have 
done something wrong. 
For example: You have finished 
an early morning racquetball game 
by Kevin Perotta 
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and are dress ing in the locker room. 
Your f r i end remarks that a Visa card 
in his w i f e ' s hands is a passpor t to 
bankruptcy , and asks if you have 
s imilar p rob lems . 
S u p p o s e you and your w i f e do 
have d i sag reemen t s about money . 
W h a t do you say? You could un load 
the f rus t ra t ion y o u feel . But to do 
that would , in e f fec t , be accus ing 
your w i f e of i rresponsibil i ty, of 
wrongdo ing . W h e n Jesus said to 
" c o n d e m n no t " in L u k e 6:37, he 
o f f e r e d his c o m m a n d not fa r f r o m 
L u k e 6:31: the Golden Rule . T h e 
ques t ion is: Wou ld I wan t m y w i f e 
c o n d e m n i n g m e in f ron t of a c r o w d 
of peop le in a s imilar gr ipe sess ion? 
Ra ther than c o n d e m n i n g a spouse 
or a n y o n e else in the fami ly in the 
court of publ ic op in ion , Jesus said in 
M a t t h e w 18:15-17 that w e ought to 
go direct ly to the pe r son and discuss 
mat te rs privately. T h e L o r d tells us 
to protect the pe r son f r o m embar -
rassment , f r o m fa l l ing in the es t ima-
t ion of o ther people . In o ther words , 
be loyal to the person . Th i s is very 
impor tan t in our re la t ionships with 
our chi ldren. Unfor tuna te ly , w e 
o f t en feel f r ee to ignore relat ional 
pr inciples w h e n deal ing with chil-
dren, pe rhaps because they are less 
able to let us k n o w wha t they th ink 
of our r emarks . 
T h e pr inc ip le of cor rec t ion in pri-
vate appl ies to chi ldren, too, wi th 
modi f i ca t ions . A n y o n e wi th m o r e 
than one chi ld canno t avoid g iv ing a 
fa i r n u m b e r of cor rec t ions w h e n 
other peop le are a round. But s o m e 
k inds of correc t ion involv ing a 
ch i ld ' s charac te r are bes t g iven one 
on one. Spank ing , wh ich can be 
deep ly humi l ia t ing w h e n adminis -
tered b e f o r e an audience , should be 
g iven in pr ivate . 
Loya l ty to our chi ldren is o f t en 
tested w h e n they are accused of 
do ing some th ing wrong . W h a t do I 
do, fo r ins tance , if an irate ne ighbor 
calls to tell m e that m y boys have 
put a B B hole in his t h e r m o p a n e 
door? The re is his $ 3 0 0 door f i l l ing 
with condensa t ion and fogg ing over. 
He re are m y boys w h o o w n B B 
guns and never could hit the bul l ' s 
eye. 
T h e ne ighbor ' s repor t m a y sound 
so plausible that I a m tempted to 
s u m m o n the boys , chew them out to 
m y ne ighbor ' s sat isfact ion, and 
announce that they will have to pay 
for the door f r o m their paper route 
earnings . T h e ne ighbor would be 
p laca ted and peace 
wou ld be res tored. 
Tha t w o u l d n ' t 
be loyal to my 
sons. T h e chal-
lenge is to go 
th rough the pro-
cess of invest igat-
ing the accusat ion 
in a w a y that is 
both loyal to my 
sons and con-
cerned with jus t ice . 
As their parent , I 
should stand with 
t hem and not auto-
mat ica l ly a s sume they are at fault . 
T h e y should k n o w that I care about 
them, even if t hey ' r e in the wrong . 
T h e first step is to hear their side of 
the story in pr ivate and weigh it 
careful ly . If it conf l ic ts wi th the 
ne ighbor ' s , I have to be ready to 
j u d g e as fair ly as I can, no mat ter 
w h o is lef t unhappy by m y decis ion. 
If the boys are responsible for the 
damage , some parenta l anger, a pun-
ishment , an apology to the neighbor, 
and compensa t ion may be appropr i -
ate. But I can still be loyal to m y 
chi ldren, gu id ing them through the 
process of fac ing the p rob lem and 
work ing it out. 
Only if we parents set an example 
of loyal ty can we train our chi ldren 
in it. H u s b a n d s or wives w h o cut 
d o w n spouses or chi ldren to their 
f r iends will not be able to instill a 
sense of fami ly loyal ty in their chil-
dren. 
Training chi ldren in loyalty of ten 
involves deal ing with little things. 
O n e goal m y wi fe and I have is to 
teach our chi ldren to s tand with each 
other when one of them m a k e s a 
mis take . A brother or sister ought to 
be able to ask a d u m b quest ion or 
mi sp ronounce a word wi thout be ing 
laughed at. 
Whi l e school chi ldren of ten prac-
tice an exaggera ted loyalty to one 
another, chi ldren also p ick u p the 
wor ld ' s way of spreading reports 
about o thers ' wrongdo ing . Into din-
Only if we parents set an example 
of loyalty can we train our 
children in it. Husbands or wives 
who cut down spouses or children 
to their friends will not be able 
to instill a sense of family 
loyalty in their children. 
ner conversa t ion p o p c o m m e n t s 
such as "Today J i m m y Rober t son 
threw B o b M c N u t t out of his desk 
and r ipped his shirt ' c ause B o b 
laughed w h e n J i m m y d idn ' t k n o w 
what the Declara t ion of Indepen-
dence was . " We are teaching our 
chi ldren to be loyal to their class-
mates by telling the stories but leav-
ing out the names . I have never met 
J i m m y Rober t son , but if I ever do, I 
d o n ' t want to begin the re la t ionship 
burdened with the opin ion that he is 
a lousy historian with a short fuse . 
A proverb says, " A f r i end loves 
at all t imes, and a brother is born fo r 
advers i ty" (Proverbs 17:17). Loyal ty 
to one another in adversi ty should 
be part of our def in i t ion of wha t it 
means to be a fami ly in Chris t . 
Kevin Perotta is the managing editor of 
Pastor Renewal, a magazine for Christian 
leaders. He and his wife, Mary, have six 
children. This article courtesy of Cook Com-
munications Ministries. 





by Warren L. Hof fman 
The Bible assures us that when we 
pray, God answers. The Apostle John 
writes, "This is the assurance we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us. And if 
we know that he hears us—whatever we 
ask—we know that we have what we 
asked of him" (1 John 5:14-15). 
But G o d ' s p romise to answer our 
prayers is given to us on the condition 
that we pray "according to his will." This 
means that our prayers are most effec-
tive when we pray in agreement with the 
revealed purposes of God. 
At least twelve different evangelistic 
prayers (or requests for prayer) are record-
ed in the New Testament. These biblical 
prayers express the revealed will of God 
for evangelistic endeavors and become 
the normative pattern for our prayers. 
But it is eye-opening to observe that 
the overwhelming majority of New Tes-
tament prayer related to evangelism is 
radically different from our own! With 
the best intentions and with fervor and 
persistence we pray for evangelism, but 
with much less effect iveness than we 
might because we are not praying in the 
biblical way. 
Have you ever examined the biblical 
prayers for evangelism? Nineteen New 
Testament prayer requests can be found 
which pertain specifically to the work of 
evangelism. From among them we can 
identify twelve particular requests. Let 's 
look at them, one at a time. 
1. Prayer to enlist workers. The prayer 
that is basic to all the others is the prayer 
for workers. It is essential to the evange-
listic enterprise that we "Ask the Lord of 
the harvest...to send out workers into his 
harvest field" (Matt. 9:38). 
The urgency to pray comes because 
of the reluctance of the potential workers. 
Unlike Jesus, we are often moved by 
emotions other than compassion when 
we encounter the traits, attitudes, habits, 
and associations which so often charac-
terize unchurched persons. We may be 
repulsed by crude, obscene language. A 
particular vice, like smoking or taking 
drugs, may be offensive . We may be 
inconvenienced or threatened by the sin-
ful traits of unsaved persons and may 
become angry. In order to protect our-
selves—or, more often, our children— 
we may withdraw to "safer" relationships 
and associations. As our life revolves 
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around these comfortable associations, 
we may become indifferent to unsaved 
and unchurched persons. Or we may sim-
ply be too busy raising a family, estab-
lishing a career, or building a business to 
invest ourselves in active evangelism. 
But we do not resign ourselves to this 
unwillingness. We pray to change the 
minds and melt the hearts of potential 
workers. We challenge and overcome this 
reluctance with the prayer: "Lord, send 
out workers into your harvest field!" 
2. Prayer for the Holy Spirit. In his 
instructions to the apostles just before his 
ascension, Jesus told his disciples to wait 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit, who would 
give them power to witness (Acts 1:4-
5,8). In obedience to the Lord's directive, 
120 disciples waited in Jerusalem for the 
next ten days and "they all joined togeth-
er constantly in prayer" (Acts 1:14). 
Ten days later they were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and from that time on 
empowered to witness. The Holy Spirit 
gave them words for their witness (Acts 
4:5-13; Matt. 10:19-20). They were filled 
with boldness by the Holy Spirit (Acts 
4:13,31; 2 Tim. 1:6-8). As they wit-
nessed, the Holy Spirit brought convic-
tion on their listeners (Acts 5:32; John 
15:26 and 16:7-11). On numerous occa-
sions the Holy Spirit gave direction to 
the apostles as their witness took them to 
various places and into a variety of new 
situations. On one occasion the Holy 
Spirit provided transportation—lifting 
Philip by a swift, direct trip from the road 
to Gaza to Azotus (Acts 8:39-40). And a 
number of times the Holy Spirit dramat-
ically heightened the impact of the apos-
tles' witness by enabling them to do signs 
and wonders (Acts 13:6-12; 19:11-12). 
As we will see, the apostles prayed 
specifically for each of these kinds of 
assistance in their evangelistic work. But 
all of these things are encompassed in the 
great gift of the Holy Spirit. Recognizing 
that workers in evangelism will need the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Luke 
invites us to pray for the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 11:9-13). 
3. Prayer for boldness. Immediately 
after their first experience of harassment 
and intimidation by the Jewish ruling 
council, the apostles reported to the gath-
ered believers. Then they prayed, not for 
protection from persecution as we might 
have, but for boldness: "Now, Lord, con-
sider their threats and enable your ser-
vants to speak your word with great bold-
ness" (Acts 4:29). 
It is fascinating that the apostles never 
outgrew their need for boldness. It would 
be easy to think that Peter and Paul, with 
their naturally outgoing temperaments 
would, with a bit of experience in wit-
nessing, be readily and easily bold. But 
this is not the case. Even after years of 
experience in preaching, teaching, and 
evangelistic work, Paul requests prayer 
for boldness. "Pray also for me...that I 
will fearlessly make known the mystery 
of the gospel, for which I am an ambas-
sador in chains. Pray that I may declare it 
fearlessly, as I should" (Eph. 6:19-20). 
If Paul needed to pray for boldness, 
we can reasonably conclude that all evan-
gelistic workers need prayer for boldness. 
Even for the most experienced and effec-
tive workers, our reserves of courage are 
quickly expended. We need continual 
doses of fresh courage. Though we may 
be conf ident and successful in other 
areas, we can be frightened to the core in 
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evangelism. The response is not to ran 
away with timidity as our excuse, but to 
pray for boldness. 
4. Prayer for signs and wonders. 
Immediately after their prayer for bold-
ness, Peter and the other believers made 
an even more startling request. "Stretch 
out your hand to heal and perform mirac-
ulous signs and wonders through the 
name of your holy servant Jesus" (Acts 
4:30). 
From their long association with Jesus, 
Peter and John had seen how healing was 
fully woven into Jesus' ministry. In their 
own brief ministry up to this time, they 
knew the power of a dramatic miracle to 
attract a crowd of people. On the day of 
Pen tecos t , t h o u s a n d s of peop le had 
rushed to see the supernatural phenome-
na of wind, fire, and speech in unknown 
languages. When the lame beggar at the 
temple gate was healed in the name of 
Jesus, Peter had the opportunity to preach 
to the astonished crowd who came run-
ning to see the amazing healing (Acts 
3:9-12). Knowing the incisive impact of 
signs and wonders, they asked the Lord to 
grant comparable signs and wonders as 
an accompaniment to their witness. 
The Holy Spirit does not use signs and 
wonders with everyone, of course. He 
persuades persons in a wide variety of 
ways. But for some, a striking instance of 
divine intervention will be decisive. For 
these persons the Holy Spirit desires to 
accomplish signs and wonders as we 
become partners with him in prayer. 
5. Prayer for opportunities. Paul 
requested prayer that God would provide 
opportunities to present the gospel. "And 
pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may 
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which 
I am in chains" (Col. 4:3). He was writing 
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from prison at the time, yet he did not 
despair of having opportunities to share 
his faith. He simply prayed and requested 
supernatural assistance in finding open 
doors. 
6. Prayer for words. The apostles also 
prayed for words. This, too, is surpris-
ing. The Apostle Paul was thoroughly 
versed in the Scriptures. He was fully 
trained as a teacher of the law. His formal 
training surpassed any of the other apos-
tles. He had years of experience. By the 
time he wrote the book of Ephesians, he 
had countless encounters with both Jews 
and Gentiles and was thoroughly familiar 
with their objections and arguments. He 
was ready with numerous scr iptural 
responses, which he could amplify with 
applications and illustrations of proven 
effectiveness. Yet he continued to request 
prayer for words. "Pray also for me, that 
whenever I open my mouth, words may 
be given me" (Eph. 6:19). 
Our own fears about knowing what to 
say need not deter us in the work of evan-
gelism. Rather, our 
fears should motivate 
us to p r ay f o r the 
right words. 
7. Prayer for clar-
ity. Paul also requests 
p r a y e r f o r c l a r i ty . 
"Pray that I may pro-
claim [the mystery of 
the gospel] clearly, as 
I should" (Col. 4:4). 
Paul recognized 
that God's initiative in offering forgive-
ness and mercy seems like "foolishness" 
to the unbeliever (1 Cor. 1:18). The way 
God has accomplished his purpose in the 
suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is totally unexpected. Its availabil-
ity to us—not by work or merit, but as a 
gift—is utterly unlike our usual way of 
thinking (Prov. 16:25). It is a mystery 
which natural (as opposed to spiritual) 
persons cannot understand apart from the 
enlightening of the Holy Spirit. 
We pray wisely and well when we, 
like Paul, pray for divine assistance in 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g concep t s and t ruths 
which, apart from the Spirit's help, are 
inconceivable and incomprehensible. 
8. Prayer for active witnessing. In 
his letter to Philemon, Paul praises his 
friend for his faith and love. Then he tells 
Philemon how he is praying for him. "I 
pray that you may be active in sharing 
your faith" (Philem. 6). 
As many of us know so well, the sheer 
pressure of good, important work often 
squeezes out the work of evangelism. Our 
schedules are full. We have plans, goals, 
and projects that have piled up on us. In 
our determination to pursue these goals, 
the work of evangelism takes a back seat. 
It seems that these pressing tasks must 
be done and evangelism, sadly, can wait. 
But when we pray for one another to 
be active in witnessing, we help one 
another to establish evangelism as a pri-
ority. Even in a full schedule, we can 
commit a specific block of time (or blocks 
of time) to active, intentional initiatives in 
evangelism. We reverse the trend toward 
diversion and distraction and restore one 
another to the primary work of sharing 
our faith. 
9. Prayer for the rapid spread of the 
gospel. Paul also requests prayer that the 
gospel will spread rapidly. "Final ly , 
brothers, pray for us that the message of 
the Lord may spread rapidly and be hon-
ored, just as it was with you" (2 Thess. 
3:1). 
For a time I pestered the Lord with 
enormous requests for numerical growth. 
A wise member of our congregation cau-
tioned me against such single-minded 
focus on results in our evangelistic enter-
prise. But I persisted until the Holy Spir-
it communicated with me directly that 
the answer to this prayer was being 
delayed until we had laid in place sever-
al important foundational approaches and 
attitudes. 1 see now that we must pray 
this prayer in proper relation to all the 
others—in sequence with a full mobi-
lization of workers, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, working according to biblical 
principles. 
But once we have done this, we can 
pray this prayer earnestly, appropriately, 
and expectantly. We can pray and then 
rejoice in the promise and potential for a 
rapid spread of the gospel. 
10. Prayer for deliverance. One evan-
gelistic prayer is repeated more than any 
other in the New Testament. As if to 
underscore the vital necessity for perse-
vering prayer, f ive different requests 
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It is eye-opening to observe that 
the overwhelming majority of 
New Testament prayer related to 
evangelism is radically 
different from our own! 
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relate specifically to deliverance in spiri-
tual conflict. 
Prayer is the only way to counter a 
phenomenon that inevitably occurs when 
we begin to be active in evangelism: we 
encounter intense opposition. When we 
are fulfilling God's plan and purposes in 
evangelism, we can be certain—as Moses 
and the Israelites learned so early in their 
journey to the Promised Land—that we 
will encounter fierce, cruel, relentless 
opposition. 
In E p h e s i a n s 6 :10-20 , Paul says , 
explicitly, "Our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realms" (Eph. 
6:12). When we are not actively engaged 
in the work of evangelism, these images 
Our prayers cannot be 
limited to appeals for the 
receptivity of unsaved 
persons, often naming 
particular individuals. 
and compar i sons f r o m war fa re seem 
overdrawn—vivid and helpful, to be sure, 
but not an actual day-to-day experience. 
But when we begin to actively work 
"to seek and to save those who are lost," 
this passage takes on a reality we have 
never before dreamed possible. Within 
weeks and certainly within a few months 
we discover that we are in a war. In our 
own experience we learn that the opposi-
tion is relentless and utterly unprincipled 
in its aim to disable, incapacitate, and 
destroy. 
In 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, Paul describes 
the attacks he and his evangelistic team 
encountered in Ephesus. "We do not want 
you to be uninformed, brothers, about the 
hardships we suffered in the province of 
Asia. We were under great pressure, far 
beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired even of life. Indeed, in our 
hearts we felt the sentence of death." 
Their only hope against such over-
w h e l m i n g ha rdsh ips was the L o r d ' s 
deliverance. "On him we have set our 
hope that he will continue to deliver us." 
This deliverance is possible, he continues, 
"as you help us by your prayers." He con-
cludes with his assurance of the result. 
"Then many will give thanks on our 
behalf for the gracious favor granted us in 
answer to the prayers of many" (vv. 10-
11). 
W r i t i n g to the P h i l i p p i a n s , Paul 
appeals to his friends and supporters in 
Philippi for prayer for deliverance. "Yes, 
and I will continue to rejoice, for I know 
that through your prayers and the help 
given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, this 
will turn out for my deliverance" (Phil. 
1:19). 
To the Thessalonians, Paul cites the 
ever-present obstacles of wicked and evil 
men. "And pray that we may be delivered 
from wicked and evil men, for not every-
one has faith." Paul recognizes the one 
who motivates and directs these evil men 
as Satan, "but the Lord is faithful, and he 
will strengthen and protect you from the 
evil one" (2 Thess. 3:2-3). 
Though this kind of spiritual 
warfare is common in evangelism, 
defeat is not inevitable. When we 
pray for deliverance, we can move 
to the front lines of the battle with-
out fear. We can engage the adver-
sary, drive him back, and advance 
God's kingdom. 
11. Prayer of support for 
workers. Another New Testament 
prayer requested by apostles and 
evangelists is a general one. To the Thes-
salonians, Paul writes simply, "Brothers, 
pray for us" (1 Thess. 5:25). In Hebrews 
we also read this direct appeal, "Pray for 
us" (Heb. 13:18). 
This may be the positive side of the 
prayer for deliverance. It is a request to 
pray for any and all potential needs that 
workers may experience in any area of 
life. 
Every area of life affects our capacity 
as "whole people" to work productively 
in evangelism. Business and employment 
concerns can distract. Families' worries 
can discourage and dissuade. Physical ail-
ments can preclude involvement and 
active participation. Spiritual immaturity 
can limit effectiveness. Disharmony and 
conflict between persons can drain our 
strength, undermine credibility, and dis-
qualify us for prayer and witnessing. 
Prayer for evangelistic workers in all 
of these areas of need is vital as a sort of 
preventative measure to maintain spiri-
tual strength and grow in spiritual matu-
rity. 
12. Prayer for the salvation ofpartic-
ular persons. Finally we come to the 
prayer that is often the primary prayer in 
our repertoire of evangelistic prayers— 
prayer for the salvation of particular per-
sons. Paul writes, "Brothers, my heart 's 
desire and prayer to God for the Israelites 
is that they may be saved" (Rom. 10:1). 
Out of love for his fellow Jews, Paul 
prayed earnestly and faithfully for them. 
He agonized over their stubborn rejec-
tion of the gospel message, and pleaded 
with God for their salvation. 
Like Paul, we agonize over the per-
sons we love who are resisting and reject-
ing the gospel, even ones in our own 
homes. We pour out our agony to the 
Lord in prayer, asking again and again 
f o r the s a l v a t i o n of u n s a v e d and 
unchurched persons in our family, neigh-
borhood, work, and acquaintance. As he 
does the same here, Paul gives a biblical 
e n d o r s e m e n t to th is na tu ra l h u m a n 
response of loving and persistent prayers 
for these loved ones. 
To fulfill God's Great Commission to 
win the world, we must pray with the full 
breadth and depth and scope of all of 
these biblical prayers. Our prayers cannot 
be limited, as mine often were before I 
did this study of evangelistic prayers in 
the New Testament, to appeals for the 
receptivity of unsaved persons, of ten 
naming particular individuals. We must 
expand our prayer to include workers in 
evangelism. In fact, to maintain the bal-
ance we f ind in the New Tes tamen t 
(where e ighteen out of the n ine teen 
prayers are on behalf of workers), we 
must concentrate primarily on the needs 
of active workers in evangelism. 
As we follow the pattern of evangelis-
tic prayer in the New Testament church, 
we will have ample workers. Those who 
are working in evangelism will experi-
ence the enabling power of the Holy Spir-
it. We will find people to whom we can 
witness. We will proclaim the gospel with 
clarity and power. The good news will 
spread rapidly. And the kingdom of God 
initiated by Jesus will come. May we 
pray together—in the biblical w a y — 
toward that end! 
Condensed from The Secret of the Har-
vest, by Warren Hoffman. Presently bishop of 
the Atlantic and Southeast Conferences, War-
ren wrote out of his experiences as pastor in 
Oklahoma City. His book, which is an excel-
lent resource for congregational evangelism, 
is available from Christian Light Bookstores 
or Evangel Publishing House, P.O. Box 189, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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In September 1994, the Center for Stu-
dent Missions (CSM) decided not to con-
tinue the partnership with the Brethren 
in Christ Church at the U M C and in 
November 1994, Greg Lyon submitted 
his resignation as director. Without the 
support of the CSM and not having a per-
son to give leadership to the program, the 
Atlantic Conference leadership decided 
to discontinue the program as it had been 
structured and move in several new direc-
tions. 
First of all, the Fellowship Chapel 
Congregation has assumed the manage-
men t of the p r o p e r t y at 246 E. 
Tremont. This is in keeping with 
fmnG npi/l/ t h e i r S o a l o f h a v i n g a ministering 
f C f f l C T f f l f l l f O I I C V V p ^ e n c e in that part of the Bronx 
including all of the persons living at 
242 E. Tremont. Those renting living 
space or serving in a voluntary service 
capacity agree to participate in the mis-
sion of Fellowship Chapel. Bill and Sarah 
Jordan, members of the congregation, are 
serving as property managers and hosts 
for visitors to the city. 
Secondly, as a part of its focus on 
youth ministries, Kenbrook Bible Camp 
will be facilitating service and growth 
experiences for youth groups to the city. 
Kenbrook will be working with the lead-
ership at Fellowship Chapel in organizing 
programs for youth groups from local 
congregations to have an urban exposure 
experience. Groups will stay at 242 E. 
Tremont and be hosted by the Jordans. 
Urban Mission 
expression 
by Eugene Wingert 
The Urban Mission Center (UMC) 
opened in April 1994 as a new min-
istry at 246 E. Tremont Avenue in the 
Bronx, New York City. The UMC was 
organized as a partnership between the 
Brethren in Christ and the Center for 
Student Mission and was initiated on a 
trial basis for five months. The purpose 
of the U M C was to provide service 
experience, training, and mentoring for 
workers in urban missions, both short-
and long-term, in the context of a sup-




by Hans W. Giller 
Most of you don't know me, but many 
of you are very familiar with the Volun-
tary Service unit and the Little Light-
house Learning Center located on Tre-
mont Avenue in the South Bronx. Recent-
ly I have become the director of the learn-
ing center and decided that I should intro-
duce myself to all of you. My name is 
Hans Giller and I arrived in New York 
approximately one year ago as an associ-
ate to Greg Lyon. I came to assist him in 
the start-up of the Urban Mission Center 
(UMC). For the last f ive years I have 
been on staff with the Center for Student 
Missions (CSM—the organization that 
Greg was working for while starting the 
UMC). I set up and ran urban mission 
trips for suburban groups and ran weekly 
kids clubs in my neighborhood as well 
as being instrumental in the youth min-
istry program at the local mission. 
My background prior to CSM is prob-
ably similar to many of yours. I grew up 
in a Baptist family and was aggressively 
involved with my church's youth pro-
gram. For that reason I attended enrolled 
at Eastern College in the fall of 1986 to 
get my Youth Ministry degree. Before 
graduating in 1990 I had interned at a 
church in Maryland, working with junior 
highs, and helped run two college mission 
trips to Haiti. After leaving Eastern, I 
joined the CSM staff in Los Angeles and 
in the course of five years, God broke my 
heart for the city and gave me a heart for 
the youth of the city. I quit CSM last year 
because I felt that God was calling me to 
commit my life to working full-time with 
urban teens and children. 
This part of the program has been on 
"hold" over the summer while the new 
youth ministries director gets his first 
summer camp behind him, but this fall 
major attention will be given to this pro-
gram. Inquiries should be addressed to 
Mr. Tom Turley, Kenbrook Bible Camp, 
501 Pine Meadow Drive, Lebanon, PA 
17046, phone (717) 865-4547. 
Thirdly, Hans Giller, who came to the 
Bronx last year to work with Greg Lyon 
at the UMC, is continuing to live and 
work in the city, and will give leadership 
to the Lighthouse Community Outreach 
of Fellowship Chapel. The vision for the 
Lighthouse Community Outreach is to 
reach the youth of the community with 
the gospel through a tutoring center, dis-
cipleship groups, game nights, field trips, 
and wilderness adventure programs in 
cooperation with Kenbrook Bible Camp. 
(See Hans' testimony and vision in the 
accompanying article below.) 
By moving in these new directions, 
ministr ies which originated with the 
"Bronx VS Unit" and "Bronx Communi-
ty Service Ministries" are continuing. 
After an experimental enlargement in the 
UMC, these ministries are being sus-
tained and developed without costly over-
head under the auspices of Fellowship 
Chapel , Kenbrook Bible Camp , and 
Lighthouse Community Outreach. 
Eugene Wingert chaired the Urban Min-
istry Center Advisory Team. 
I realized that God loved these chil-
dren and I had the means to reach them 
and touch them with God's love. It was 
about this time that CSM asked me to 
assist Greg in the start-up of their New 
York project. They got my interest by 
telling me all about Fellowship Chapel, 
Friday night clubs and the Little Light-
house Learning Center. I was told that 
their director had left and they needed 
someone with some training and a vision 
for urban youth to direct the program. 
Arriving in New York, I instantly 
found Tremont Avenue to be my new 
home. I was immediately accepted by the 
kids on the block and into Fellowship 
Chapel with open arms. My first Sunday, 
I shared the vision that God had given 
me, and after the service a woman from 
the church hugged me and said that she 
had been praying for me for almost a 
year. That was such a confirmation that 1 
was in the right place. All summer, God 
continued on page 15 





1979 picture of Maria's family. 
Maria Nelia's 
Story 
In July 1955 the Brethren in Christ 
Church sent its first missionaries to a new 
work in Cuba. My parents, Howard and 
Pearl Wolgemuth, were to serve at a 
church in the village of Cuatro Caminos, 
located about 15 miles southeast of 
Havana. The church building, which had 
been abandoned for many years, was pur-
chased and remodeled by a group of con-
cerned Brethren in Christ ministers and 
lay people. 
As a young teenager accompanying my 
parents to Cuba, I had feelings of excite-
ment as well as apprehension. How quick-
ly would I learn Spanish ? Could I adjust to 
life in a boarding school? Would I meet 
other young people and make new friend-
ships? I did make many friends in Cuba. 
One friendship which has continued since 
those years in Cuba 1 share with Maria 
Nelia Diaz of Amsterdam, New York. What 
follows is her story in her own words. 
I come from a family of seven siblings— six sisters and one brother—of which 
only my mother and brother remain in 
Cuba. My father died in 1988 and my sis-
ters have all come to the United States. 
I was born when my parents were liv-
ing in Cojimar, a beach town where "The 
Old Man and the Sea" by Ernest Hem-
ingway was filmed. Among the jobs that 
my father had was one with the Hershey's 
sugar mill. He was a skillful, intelligent 
man who also played a harmonica and 
had his own band. 
We moved to Cuatro Caminos in 1945 
because our father got a job with U.S. 
Keds, manufacturers of sneakers, located 
in Loma de Tierra, close to Cuatro Ca-
minos. A year later, when I was four years 
old and my youngest sister Cristina was 
only two, our father left our mother for 
another woman, a Mexican co-worker. 
Our mother divorced him years later. He 
left his job at Keds in order not to give us 
Introduction by Judy Hamilton 
any monetary help. Our mother used 
to wash clothes by hand and iron for 
different people in order to sustain 
us. She also managed to help my 
brother finish his studies. 
At times things were hard! Most 
of the time I was at my sister Nelsa 's 
house, sometimes at my brother's, too. I 
remember Uncle Pedro, one of my moth-
er 's brothers, bringing groceries to help 
us. I also remember a day when the only 
thing we had as food for the whole day 
was a piece of old bread. 
When I was younger I wanted every-
day to eat picadillo—a Cuban meat dish, 
rice and black beans, seasoned with lots of 
sour oranges—and I cried for it, not real-
izing how hard it must have been for my 
mother not to be able to provide it. We 
wore many second-hand clothes and shoes 
that f r i ends gave us. We used to do 
errands for our neighbors, the Jorges. 
They gave us soda bottles that we took to 
the store to exchange for money to buy 
food. It is pa inful to remember those 
things. 
Sometimes I think that my fa ther ' s 
leaving was a blessing in disguise. I have 
two vivid memories of him—one, lifting a 
rocking chair and smashing it on the floor; 
the other, breaking a patio gate with my 
s is ter L u c i a ' s head . La te r in l i fe he 
became a Christian and when Nelsa was 
ill with cancer, he gave her hope and help 
with his letters. Although I resented him 
for a long time, I wrote him a letter of 
forgiveness, because if God forgave him I 
could too. 
I took my f i rs t c o m m u n i o n at the 
Catholic Church at the age of twelve. Our 
mother taught us to say a prayer before 
going to bed. I had a friend Febe Cancio, 
who lived with her family in the same 
house later occupied by the missionaries. 
I know they were not Catholics, but I do 
not know to what denominat ion they 
belonged. The Dale Ulerys occupied that 
house after they moved to Cuba. He once 
gave African violet plants to my mother. 
She loved flowers. 
When the Wolgemuths arrived in Cua-
tro Caminos, I was invited to the Brethren 
in Christ Church. At first I did not go but 
was finally persuaded. After listening to 
sermons and how Christ died for me, I 
accepted Christ as my Savior. This was 
when I was almost fifteen years old. The 
Wolgemuths never gave up on me. 
I learned verses of the Bible by heart, 
like John 3:16 and Psalm 23. These vers-
es have helped me through all these years. 
I became involved in the youth group, 
joined the choir, and worked at the Breth-
ren in Christ school teaching kindergarten. 
From my $10 salary I used to give my 
mother half. I used the other half to pay 
for typewriting lessons. I did not finish 
the lessons, because I was sick with bron-
chitis for three months and I could no 
longer work at the school. The new Com-
munist government took over the school 
from us anyway. 
I visited homes on Saturdays with a 
group from church, and I picked up chil-
dren for Sunday school until it was for-
bidden by the government. We had prayer 
services on Tuesdays, services on Friday 
nights, Sunday school on Sunday morn-
ings, and services Sunday night. My fam-
ily was reluctant about my involvement 
with the "Protestant Church," and even 
made fun of my beliefs, but with time they 
accepted it. I do not remember the exact 
day of my conversion, but I do know that 
the faith I found at the Brethren in Christ 
Church has helped me in my adversities as 
well as in my happiness. I enjoyed being 
part of the Brethren in Christ school and 
having the friendship of Ruth and John 
Pawelski. 
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While Rolando and I were engaged. I 
invited him to our church in Cuba when 
the Libby family held a revival. They 
insisted that Rolando bow his head, pray 
and accept the Lord. They were almost 
f o r c e f u l . He was mad and swore he 
would never again visit our church. How-
ever, the Lord knew better! Later Rolan-
do not only went to church, but also par-
ticipated in the youth group, donated a 
ping-pong game to the group, and partic-
ipated in a Christmas play, "The Innkeep-
er 's Daughter," in which he and I played 
the main roles. I was the daughter, he 
was my husband. We were already mar-
ried at the time and I was expecting Deb-
ora. The play was directed by Samuel 
Bolet and all the Sunday school children 
from Mella and Portugalete participated 
in the program. 
Our wedding had taken place on May 
26, 1961, at our church. Eduardo Llanes 
gave me away. Alba, Eduardo's sister, 
served as my bride 's maid. The piano 
player was Jorge Wilson, a wonderful 
preacher and singer from Jamaica, who 
inspired me many times even to write 
poetry when he exhorted me to "awaken 
the talent within you." 
Once I was asked by Ruth Noda, the 
head teacher of the school, to give the 
meditation to the children before classes. 
I chose a chapter from the Bible, but got 
stuck. When 1 began teaching Sunday 
school lessons to my class of four-year-
old children, which I named Rayitos del 
Sol (Little Sun Rays), Ruth Noda asked 
me if I got stuck anymore. But of course 
I did not! I used felt figures and followed 
the lesson from a book, and I prayed too. 
Although they were young, the children 
learned very well. While I gave the les-
son, our baby, Debora, was in her stroller 
in the back of the class. I used to go 
around with her in the stroller when pick-
ing up children for Sunday school. I once 
taught a Sunday school class in Mella, 
and in Portugalete several times. 
We dedica ted our daughter at the 
church in Cuatro Caminos. She was born 
in 1962, when the Revolution had already 
taken a change for the worse. We had all 
our papers ready to leave the country, as 
we did not want to raise her in an atheis-
tic society. We prayed for guidance. With 
help from Dale Ulery, the church, and 
my husband Rolando's brothers and my 
sister who were in the United States, we 
left Cuba on September 16, 1964, for 
Spain. 
We stayed in Spain for six months. 
That seemed like a year to us, waiting 
for the United States residence visas. We 
were living as refugees and eating at a 
social diner, where we often found roach-
es that we had to remove in order to eat 
the food served. God helped us through 
all of that. Especially one verse, Psalm 
27:13, sustained us: "I had fainted, unless 
I had believed to see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the l iv ing ." We 
arrived in the United States on March 17, 
1965. What a blessing! 
Our involvement in the church did not 
stop when we left Cuba. Upon arriving in 
the United States we joined the Second 
Presbyterian Church, which had ties with 
the Mennonites, who helped us to settle 
in Amsterdam, New York. In 1965, we 
were blessed with the birth of a son. Our 
daughter Debora and son Roly have been 
deacons; they sang in the choir and par-
ticipated in the youth group. When Roly 
married, he and his wife Melody were 
teaching Sunday school at the Air Force 
base in Maine. Debora attended a Chris-
tian group while in college; now she lis-
tens to Dr. Dobson on the radio. Rolando 
served as deacon. I sang in the choir for 
eight years, and was involved in the 
sewing group, at times going to the hos-
pital to sew labels on elderly patients' 
clothes. I also worked at money-raising 
events like bazaars, white elephant, and 
baked goods sales. 
It was faith that sustained us when 
Rolando was doing odd jobs in Cuba, 
because he had resigned his job at the 
Firestone plant due to our request to leave 
the country. It was faith that sustained us 
when we were in Spain with only 300 
pesetas, the equivalent of $5.00, for a 
whole week while waiting for help from 
Rolando ' s brothers, and dealing with 
other circumstances there. It was faith 
that sus ta ined us when our son was 
involved in Desert Storm, navigating a 
B-52 bomber. 
God has been with us through every 
circumstance of our lives. He has blessed 
us with two grandchildren who will grow 
up in a Christian home. 
The Wolgemuths brought me to Christ 
and to that I owe all the changes in our 
lives. I give thanks to the Brethren in 
Christ for the wonderful missionaries 
they sent to Cuba, who touched not only 
our lives, but many lives there. "How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tid-





continued from page 13 
confirmed my decision to be here through 
my friends, the church, and the neigh-
borhood kids as well as their parents. 
Since I have arrived, a board of direc-
tors has been formed, and the ministry 
has been incorporated as the Lighthouse 
Community Outreach, consisting of the 
Lighthouse Tutoring Center, discipleship 
groups,'and other outreach opportunities 
to channel children into the Fellowship 
Chapel . I am working a longside the 
Chapel to coordinate a plan so that all of 
the youth in this community are reached 
with the gospel. Lighthouse will reach 
the elementary kids and our youth team 
will reach the older youth. 
I am presently raising my personal 
support, having recently quit my job to be 
full time with Lighthouse. God has also 
blessed us with a $4,000 grant. It was sup-
posed to be a $20,000 grant, but because 
of a grant matching program in Pennsyl-
vania that has gone bankrupt, the foun-
dation granting me the money has lost a 
considerable amount and thus I will not 
be receiving the other $16,000. This does 
change my proposed budget a bit, but 1 
know that God is faithful and will provide 
the money needed to run this program. 
This summer I have had an intern for 
one month to help us in the preparation 
for the grand re-opening of the Light-
house Tutoring Center in September. Dur-
ing the summer, we operated kids clubs 
and scheduled game nights and field trips. 
Our plan is to give every child in the 
neighborhood an opportunity to be a part 
of the Lighthouse Community Outreach. 
More importantly, I want every child to 
have an opportunity to be a part of the 
Kingdom of God. 
The Lighthouse has been a part of the 
Brethren in Christ Church and the Tre-
mont Avenue community for many years 
now and I believe that God has used it for 
his g lory . Many pe rsons have been 
reached over the years and I pray that 
many more will be reached through this 
ministry. You have all been a part of this 
ministry for years through your prayers 
and support. I commend your faithful-
ness to this place. Please continue to pray 
for the Lighthouse, the children who will 
be a part of it, and also for me as I seek 
God's will and wisdom in directing this 
ministry. 
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In S e p t e m b e r I met in a two-day 
retreat with most of the fifteen leaders 
who are part of the ministry to the poor-
est of Bogota 's poor in La Calzada. It 
was the first chance I had to meet sever-
al who are involved either in teaching or 
in evangelism and visitation. 
There are two groups working along-
side the Brethren in Christ to accomplish 
this ministry: the Danish group Pan de 
Vida (Bread of Life) and Youth with a 
Mission (YWAM). Y W A M ' s original 
involvement came through its ministry to 
street children in this poor area. The 
Brethren in Christ became involved when 
missionary Deborah Noble, who had a 
strong desire to minister among the poor, 
began going with the YWAM team once 
each week to La Calzada. She invited 
Niza IX church member Sonia Valencia 
to go along. Though illness forced Deb to 
leave Colombia after only a short time, it 
was through her inf luence that Sonia 
began to feel a call to minister to the poor 
of this neighborhood. And so the Niza 
IX (Brethren in Christ) congregat ion 
entered into a cooperative agreement with 
YWAM that Sonia would work under 
their ministry with a responsibility to 
plant a Brethren in Christ church in La 
Calzada. Today, in a community where 
many men fear to walk and where buses 
do not run because of lack of security, 
Sonia still heads up the ministry, coordi-
nating the efforts of those who volunteer. 
From the earliest efforts to minister in 
this neighborhood, the educational needs 
of the families with whom we were work-
16 
ing became apparent. Because many of 
the children have lived most of their short 
l ives f end ing for themse lves on the 
streets, a traditional educational program 
would not have been effective. All of the 
children have either learning disabilities 
or behavioral problems—or both! These 
would immediately disqualify them from 
public school. When Jorge Cardenas, a 
wealthy Brethren in Christ medical doc-
tor in Florida, contacted us several years 
ago and o f f e r ed to dona te $700 per 
month, an informal school was started 
for children from La Calzada along with 
some other street chi ldren to whom 
YWAM was ministering. 
Over the years this tutoring program 
has given birth to a full-blown school, 
Colegio Luz y Vida (Light and Life 
School). This year there are 29 children 
enrolled, fourteen of whom come from 
La Calzada. A large part of Cardenas' 
contribution goes to give lunch to these 
children; a small portion ($50 per month) 
is given to Sonia for her support. 
Dr. Cardenas is not the only one 
whom God has used to help us. Three 
years ago the Danish government became 
involved. Pan de Vida is an interdenom-
inational ministry headquartered in Den-
mark which arrived recently on the scene 
with a primary goal to help street chil-
dren. They serve as a resource to those 
who are doing the work, and it was their 
financial help which allowed the school 
to become a reality. This organization 
gave $9,723—first to rent, and then this 
year to purchase, a building to house the 
Missions in Latin America 
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school. Another $8,581 was given for 
educational materials and furnishings. An 
additional $8,265 has helped pay salaries 
for the teachers. Recently a Spanish-lan-
guage radio station in the Washington, 
D.C., area has raised and given $18,000 
to remodel the newly-purchased house. 
Pan de Vida has begun looking for 
sponsors for the 29 children who attend 
the school. Six or seven sponsors for each 
child who are willing to pay $10 per 
month would fully support their involve-
ment. Until such sponsorship can be 
found, YWAM contributes several thou-
sand dollars each month to cover expens-
es. 
Sonia and her team are presently tutor-
ing 16 children three days a week in the 
La Calzada Church. All are f rom the 
twenty or so families to whom she gives 
spiritual ministry. The children, ages five 
through nine, learn educational basics 
along with Bible knowledge and scrip-
tural principles for life. Five of the sixteen 
are ready to go on to Light and Life 
School, but economic realities will delay 
that until next year. 
L igh t and L i f e 
S c h o o l o p e r a t e s 
under the philosophy 
of addressing some 
of the social needs of 
the people in whose 
lives YWAM or the 
Brethren in Chris t 
Church is investing 
spiritually. If the aim 
of the schoo l was 
m e r e l y to c o l l e c t 
children who have 
been abandoned or 
whose fami l ies do 
not h a v e the eco-
nomic resources to 
educate them, thou-
sands could be found 
immediately to fill 
the l imi ted desks . 
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dial level. YWAM hopes one day to 
begin a vocational school for children 
unable to progress academically. Such 
education would enable them to learn 
marketable skills which would serve as a 
hedge against their entering a life of pros-
titution, drug dealing, or theft—which 
likely has been part of their parents' daily 
experience. This year for the first time 
we are encouraging parental responsibil-
ity by asking families to pay for trans-
portation for the children to school, along 
with some money for school supplies and 
a gym uniform. 
Another long-term goal involves help-
ing our Colombian brothers and sisters 
to see the need for and the value of foster 
care for children who are abused or aban-
doned. This program will need to involve 
more than mere consciousness-raising. It 
will need to include adequate preparation 
in learning to manage this type of child in 
a family setting. Words cannot descibe 
the depth of depravity in which some of 
these children live. Sonia often remarks 
of the twenty families with whom the 
Brethren in Christ are involved in La 
Calzada, that they are trying to climb out 
of a hole so deep it is a wonder they are 
still alive. 
God has been very faithful in his pro-
vision for our needs. In addition to the 
donors already mentioned, medical per-
sonnel and pharmaceutical companies 
have donated thousands of dollars in 
equipment and supplies for the "health 
brigades" we have sponsored. (These are 
days in which medical attention and 
social services are offered in the La 
Calzada neighborhood.) Colombian doc-
tors, dentists, and beauticians (to cut and 
de-lice hair) have come forward to help. 
June marks the end 
of an initial five-
month period of 
opera t ion , a f te r 
which we will ask 
ourse lves if we 
have heard rightly 
the voice of the 
Lord in the devel-
opment and direc-
tion of this min-
istry. 
God has also 
worked in the 
hearts of many peo-
ple to help the 
:ry at 
rada 
by Bob Geiger 
Instead, each child presently studying at 
Light and Life School is either under the 
ministry of YWAM, or Sonia and her 
ministry team have reached their fami-
lies through the church in La Calzada. 
Some might see this as a form of manip-
ulation, where spiritual interest on the 
part of the receiver precedes economic 
help. But this is not the case. What 
becomes obvious is the reality of minis-
tering in an area where thousands would 
instantly qualify for drastic intervention, 
and the resources to intervene are severe-
ly limited. 
Light and Life School receives chil-
dren between the ages of five and twelve 
(up to about the fourth-grade level). The 
purpose of the school is to prepare the 
children for education in a normal class-
room setting. In most cases it takes three 
to four years until a child is ready for the 
transition. After this period of time, it 
becomes apparent which children have 
been able to master the basic academic 
skills such as reading and writing, and 





church-planting go forward. The British 
Petroleum Company sponsored a Christ-
mas party at the church. Action Interna-
tional (which ministers in the name of 
Jesus to street children in many countries 
of the world) sponsored a sit-down dinner 
for the twenty church families (approxi-
mately 100 people) . The meal was 
catered by a Christian-owned company 
(which donated the food) and was served 
by waiters in tuxedos! Women of the 
Niza IX congregation received from a 
factory 100 dolls which needed to be 
stuffed and have the eyes and mouth 
sewn on. These were given out at the din-
ner. There was also a Christmas basket 
full of food and cleaning supplies given 
to each family as they left. 
I was moved as I looked at these peo-
ple—these twenty families, the fruit of 
several years of ministry. All twenty are 
involved, albeit irregularly, in the La 
Calzada Church. Their testimonies, 
shared with Sonia, would make most 
North American Christians a bit uncom-
fortable. 
One young woman came to her and 
said, "Sonia, I 've practically given up 
prostitution!" 
"What do you mean, practically!" 
"Well, I used to work all week, but 
now I only work on Saturdays. Praise the 
Lord!" 
Then there was another woman who 
testified that God helped her to stop sell-
ing drugs. When Sonia asked how she 
was making a living now, the lady 
replied, "Oh, now 1 just shoplift." 
All of the people at the Christmas din-
ner have prayed to receive the Lord. God 
is dealing graciously and patiently with 
them as they learn to be aware of areas in 
which their lives do not coincide with the 
way of Christ. 
The church-planting is still in its 
embryonic stage. In February we began 
for the first time to have regular Sunday 
afternoon services. Sonia leads the ser-
vice and preaches. For two years she has 
tried to avoid pastoring the church, but 
two men in succession just haven ' t 
worked out. 
We are grateful for all that Brethren in 
Christ World Missions and its supporters 
have done to encourage this ministry to 
Bogota's poorest of the poor. Without all 
of you we would not be seeing the gospel 
make an impact on so many lives here in 
Colombia. 
Bob is Country Representative for Breth-
ren in Christ World Missions in Colombia. 
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od at work in our world 
Thanksgiving 
Lois Raser—Guadalajara, Mexico 
The year 1995 marks another anniver-
sary for me: forty years in Mexico, bro-
ken only by one nine-month furlough and 
short vacations. 
Moses, reviewing the Israelites' forty-
year journey in the desert, spoke words of 
farewell to that dusty, complaining, dis-
placed people. On this fortieth anniver-
sary of a strange sojourn, his words reach 
my heart: "...led thee these forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble thee, and to 
prove thee...and suffered thee to hunger, 
and fed thee with manna...thy raiment 
[was supplied], neither did thy foot 
swell...." (Deuteronomy 8:2-4, KJV). 
Many times I have been hungry for 
"home," for comforts and society I left 
behind; humbled, yes; fed with manna, 
yes. Why has support arrived without 
solicitation these forty years, without dep-
utation? In forty years there have been 
some skin problems, but never an illness 
that required hospital care or heavy med-
ical bills (maybe tomorrow, but not so 
far). Surely 1995 is a fitting time for me 
to offer thanksgiving and praise to 
Moses' God, who is my God! 
The future? Unknown. After Beatriz' 
death, her daughter Linda and husband 
Benito offered to return from Houston 
with their three small children to form a 
base for Beatriz' five teenage sons, who 
remain at home. This unexpected offer 
was God's special surprise for me at a 
time of perplexity and inadequacy. 
Returning to Mexico seemed a real relief 
for them. They now live in the "main 
t New MCC video! 
GclttXPI 
Presents a lively, fun look at North American children 
preparing school kits and Nicaraguan children receiving 
I them. "Talking crayons" help take the viewer through 
I school kit assembly, transportation and distribution. Uses 
I animation and drama to spark children's interest in school 
• kits, an M C C material resource project, and offers them 
I a glimpse into the lives of some Nicaraguan children. 
e Mennoni te Central Committee 
Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717} 859-1151 (717) 859-3889 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 261-6381 
house" here with my apartment adjoining. 
However, they hope to return with the 
boys to Benito's hometown of Jerez, 
where Beatriz and I worked for fourteen 
years. This gives me another option as I 
consider the next step. 
Retreating to advance 
Marilyn Heisey—Grantham office 
Roxbury Camp in Roxbury, Pa., was 
the relaxed setting for the 1995 Mission-
ary Workshop/Retreat from August 16-
20. The participants lodged in various 
cabins on the grounds, met for their ses-
sions in Hemlock Lounge, and had meals 
in the new dining facility. 
Missionaries attending were new 
assignees Erin Hoffman (Venezuela) and 
Tim and Jan Swinton (Zimbabwe); mis-
sionaries on furlough Gary and Mel 
Andricks (Malawi), Dana Crider (India), 
LeRoy and Judy Eberly (Mexico), Gene 
and Ruth Madeira (leadership training, 
Latin America), and Lois Jean Sider 
Co-Secretary for Africa 
Mennonite Central Committee is 
accepting applications for Co-Secre-
tary for Africa (programs in Northern 
Sub-Sahara). This 3-year position, 
based in Akron, Pa., is available April 
1,1996. Qualifications include a com-
mitment to Christian faith, active 
church membership and nonviolent 
peacemaking. Applicants must have a 
bachelor's degree, knowledge of the 
realities of Africa, previous work 
experience with MCC in the region, 
ability to manage diverse administra-
tive workload, commitment to partici-
patory decision-making, working with 
local churches in the f ie ld , and 
international understanding, justice 
and peace. Fluency in French is 
strongly recommended. Travel re-
quired. Interested persons in the Unit-
ed States should contact Dwight 
McFadden, 21 South Street, PO Box 
500, Akron, PA 17501-0500, phone 
(717) 859-1151. In Canada, contact 
MCC Canada, Personnel, 134 Plaza 
Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9, 
phone (204) 261-6381. Applications 
due February 1, 1996. 
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(Zambia). Mary Olive Lady, retiring from 
missionary service in Zambia, and Sheila 
Bell, returning to Zambia for another 
short term, were also present, along with 
resource persons, and Brethren in Christ 
World Missions administrative staff and 
their spouses. 
Drs. Fred and Grace Holland gave 
well-received lectures on various aspects 
of missionary involvement: evangelism 
and church growth; keeping spiritually 
fit; missionary anthropology; maintain-
ing healthy relationships with co-work-
ers; dealing with today's missionary chal-
lenges. Several "nuts-and-bolts" sessions 
geared toward orientation were led by 
missions administrators. 
Devotions were led each morning by a 
different missionary. These included 
some very warm times of praying and 
sharing together, becoming familiar with 
the joys and concerns others have in their 
situations, and exploring how Bible char-
acters and stories apply to personal chal-
lenges. Tennis, bicycling, and lots of 
walking were avenues of physical renew-
al. 
The culminating event was a commis-
sioning service Sunday evening at the 
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church. 
Atlantic Conference bishop and father of 
one of the new assignees, Warren Hoff-
man, preached the commissioning mes-
sage. He and Brethren in Christ World 
Miss ions execu t ive d i rec tor Jack 
McClane then gave the commission to 
each of the missionaries. A time of fel-
lowship following the service provided 
good interaction among missionaries and 
others in attendance. 
"Light and life to 
all he brings" 
Sonia Valencia (translation by Nancy 
Peterman)—Bogota, Colombia 
"Light and Life" school was opened 
by faith last year in order to minister to 
children of La Calzada (section of the 
city) who are under the care of Youth 
With a Mission. It is made up of "special 
s tudents" (due to their situations of 
scholastic absence or gaps, emotional 
trauma, and learning and behavioral dif-
ficulties) as well as "special teachers" 
(who are willing to work with little or no 
salary out of love for the Lord and for 
the children). As you can see, the mere 
existence of the school is a miracle in 
itself, and it has been maintained up to 
now through the love and sacrifice of 
many. 
Time after time we have been wit-
nesses to the provision of God through 
specific events. One was the news that 
"Light and Life" had been selected by 
WILC Radio, a Hispanic radio station in 
Washington, D.C., to receive a major 
donation toward remodeling and repair-
ing the rustic, run-down building where 
we have been operating. The work was 
begun in August 1994, and little by little 
the house is being transformed: finally, a 
kitchen; a clean, bright dining room 
(where children receive breakfast, snack, 
and lunch for the nutrition so crucial to 
their academic success); and bathrooms 
with kid-sized sinks. What a blessing! 
Amidst the dust and rubble, the chil-
dren and teachers have continued in their 
labors with great dedication and patience. 
We have also seen increasing commit-
ment on the part of the students' families: 
children and adults have volunteered in 
painting and remodeling. 
This year it became impossible to pro-
vide transportation for the students across 
the 25 blocks of La Calzada to the school. 
We were quite concerned that the cost of 
bus fares or the distance to be walked in 
the early morning hours would create an 
obstacle to the children's attendance. You 
can imagine the delight of the teachers 
the first day of classes when every child 
had arrived! What a satisfaction as well to 
recognize its significance: the impressive 
growth in responsibility and participation 
that the parents have demonstrated. On 
that same morning, as a miraculous pro-
vision. several boxes of donated note-
books, pencils, and school materials 
arrived—exactly what had been urgently 
needed. 
Since last year we have felt the need to 
have a Sunday service for the individuals 
and families of La Calzada who are in 
the process of strengthening their com-
mitment to God. At the end of January we 
began, and we have seen a good response 
to the worship service, with approxi-
mately ten adults and many children 
attending faithfully each Sunday after-
noon, and always new people arriving. It 
has been a great contribution to have 
Samuel de Arco and Ricardo Tovar with 
youth from the Niza IX Brethren in Christ 
Church participating. 
At the same time this group is taking 
shape, our meeting place has also been 
enlarged. Thanks to neighboring residents 
who urged us on, the church has taken 
over an abandoned building next door. 
Then the outside entrance was closed off 
and interior partitions knocked down, 
increasing space for the church and its 
ministries. Thus, what had previously 
been a "den of thieves" (used by local 
gangs of delinquents) is now a "house of 
prayer"! g 
M he rhythmic harmonies of 
Southern Africa come alive on a new 
cassette or compact disc recording from MCC. Sung 
by Youth Discovery Team members from Zambia, 
Canada and the United States, it includes songs in 
English and African languages. Great for gift giving. 
Cost is $6 U.S./$7 Cdn. for cassette or CD 
(specify preference when ordering). 
J T \ IN CANADA: 
C m : MCC Canada, 134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg MB R3T 5K9 
(204)261-6381 
or MCC Ontario, 50 Kent Avenue, Kitchener ON N2G 3R1 
(519) 745-8458 
IN U.S.: 
MCC, PO Box 500, Akron PA 17501-0500 
(717) 859-1151 
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Allegheny Conference 
On Sept. 23, during the missions 
conference of the Air Hill congre-
gation, Charabersburg, Pa., LeRoy 
and Judy Eberly, Erma Hoover, 
Donna Sollenberger, Marshall Poe, 
and A1 and Thata Book all prepared 
a food symbolic of their country of 
ministry. • The Antrim church, 
Chambersburg, featured a variety of 
activities in their September mis-
sions conference, among them a 
simulated airline flight to Thailand, 
Venezuela, and Africa, and a video 
for youth called "When Things 
Seem Impossible." • Lester Peck-
man and Bob Kline of the Cham-
bersburg congregation recently 
made a four -woods Brethren in 
Christ logo for the narthex. 
The group Shepherd Song min-
istered in music on Friend Day, Sept. 
24, at the Fairview Ave. church, 
Waynesboro, Pa. • The Five Forks 
congregation, Waynesboro, planned 
family camping for Sept. 29-30 at 
Caledonia State Park. The church 
began a substance abuse recovery 
group on Sept. 17. • The Hollowell 
church, Waynesboro, went to two 
morning services in September, 
allowing for more choice and differ-
ing worship styles. Gospel singers 
Pure in Spirit ministered on Rally 
Day, Sept. 17. • The picnic of the 
Iron Springs church, Fairfield, Pa., 
on Sept. 10 at Camp Elder was pre-
ceded by morning worship and a 
special Sunday school hour. 
Pastor Herr of the Martinsburg. 
Pa., church began a "Through the 
Bible" sermon series in September, 
focusing on a passage from the 15 
chapters to be read that week. • On 
Sept. 17 William Hoke and Jack 
McClane spoke missions messages 
to the Mt. Rock congregation, Ship-
pensburg. Pa. • Oct. 8 was Rally 
Day at the South Mountain church, 
Shippensburg, with musician Cathy 
Parson . • The Al legheny and 
Susquehanna Conference Boards for 
Congregational Life sponsored a 
Sept. 15-17 single parents weekend 
at Penn-Del Conference Center. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy church, Elizabeth-
town. Pa., received nine new mem-
bers in August. • The Cross Roads 
church, Mount Joy, Pa., hosted a 
Gospel Tide Hour concert on Sept. 
17. • The Elizabethtown congre-
gation had a guess-who's-coming-
to-dinner on Sept. 24. • John and 
Mary Sweigart, missionaries in Jor-
dan, spoke Sept. 3 at the Fairland 
church, Cleona, Pa. • On Sept. 24 
the Free Grace congrega t ion , 
Millersburg, Pa., had a baptismal 
service and saw the Billy Graham 
film "Come the Morning." • The 
women of the Lancaster , Pa. , 
church began Morning Break bi-
weekly meetings in September with 
a study of What Happens When 
Women Pray. 
On Sept. 22-23, 59 jr. highers 
attended a lock-in at the Manor 
church, Mountville, Pa., for fun, 
food, and fellowship. • The Mas-
tersonville congregation, Manheim, 
Pa., received four new members on 
Oct. i. • In September the Mon-
toursville. Pa., church began a home 
group on Wednesday nights. • The 
youth of the Mt. Pleasant church. 
Mount Joy, made and delivered subs 
on Sept. 23. The men and boys 
planned a retreat for Sept. 15-17. • 
In August the New Hope church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., under the leadership 
of Vernon Bosserman, received 56 
charter members. The first anniver-
sary celebration was planned for 
Oct. 15. • O n Sept. 24 veteran mis-
sionary Mary Olive Lady spoke to 
the Palmyra. Pa., congregation. The 
youth p lanned a carwash for 
YouthQuest '96 funds on Oct. 7. 
The Pequea church, Lancaster, 
Pa., had Bring a Friend Sunday on 
Sept. 24. Carol Weaver spoke in 
Sunday school about Operation 
Carelift '95 and Mission to Russia 
'94-'95. • The Refton, Pa., church 
hosted a jazz piano concert on Oct. 
15 by Joe Holt. • The Silverdale, 
Pa., church has a new support group 
for abused women and girls. • The 
Phones-for-You campaign of the 
Skyline View church, Harrisburg, 
produced a 600-name list of poten-
tial attenders for Celebration Sun-
day, Oct. 15. • The Souderton, Pa., 
church planned a picnic Sept. 17 at 
Indian Creek Grove, Telford. • On 
Saturday evening, Sept. 30, the 
Summit View church. New Hol-
land, Pa., offered a "Light the Fire" 
praise and worship service. 
Canadian Conference 
On Sept. 10 Charles Lady led a 
presentation of the stories and histo-




Flagg of the 
Heise Hill Breth-
ren in Chr is t 
Church , Gorm-
ley, Ontario, was 
ordained on June 5, 1994. Pastor 
Roy J. Peterson, Isaac's former pas-
tor, preached the ordination message 
and gave the charge. Bishop Dale 
Shaw led the rite of ordination. 
Pastor Flagg grew up in Wain-
fleet, Ontario. He graduated from 
Brock University and Emmanuel 
Bible College. He came to the Heise 
Hill congregation in 1989 as youth 
pastor. His wife, Connie, is actively 
involved in Isaac's Youth Ministry. 
They have a 2 year old son, Liam. 
congregation, Stevensville, Ont. • 
Men from Faith Mission were guests 
at the Boyle church, St. Ann's, Ont., 
on Sept. 22 for a potluck meal and 
rally with speaker Gordon Gooder-
ham. • Homecoming weekend, 
Sept . 9-10, at the B r i d l e w o o d 
church, Agincourt, Ont. included a 
community pig/corn roast. • Paul 
Gordon gave the morning message 
Oct. 1 for the Cheapside church, 
Nanticoke, Ont. The Kingsway 
Quartet was in concert Sept. 24. • 
Charlie and Carol Reed led special 
services Oct. 1-8 for the Delisle, 
Sask., church. 
A s ix -week pa ren t ing c lass 
began Sept. 12 at the Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., with the 
videos, "Turn Your Heart Toward 
Home." • Four persons were bap-
tized Aug. 20 into the fellowship of 
the Heise Hill congregation, Gorm-
ley, Ont. The Sept . 10 Sunday 
school roundup featured "From the 
Top" mime and musical sign lan-
guage. • The Massey Place church. 
Saskatoon, Sask., hosted the Uni-
versity Heights congregation for a 
baptismal service on Sept. 24. • The 
Oak Ridges, Ont., church held a 
dedication service with Bishop Shaw 
and an open house for its new facil-
ities on Oct. 1. 
David Illman brought the morn-
ing message to the Orchard Creek 
congregation, St. Catharines, Ont., 
on Oct. 15, fifth anniversary Sun-
day. • Karl Fretz led discovery 
classes this fall for those interested 
in membership at the Port Col-
borne, Ont., church. A family retreat 
was Sept. 15-17 at Camp Kahquah. 
• The Rosebank congregation, 
Petersburg, Ont., held Renewal '95 
with Doug Sider on Oct. 20-22. • 
The Sherkston, Ont., church hosted 
a ladies' Victorian social on Sept. 
23. 
The Springvale, Ont., church 
had a discipleship equipping week-
end Sept. 30—Oct. 1 with speakers 
Ron and Marj Lofthouse sharing 
suggestions for effective evange-
lism. • The Sel lwoods, gospel 
singers, entertained at the Sept. 2 
annual jamboree of the Stayner, 
Ont., church which also featured a 
baked goods auction. 4- On Sept. 24 
the Wainfleet, Ont., church saw a 
slide presentat ion by Lois Jean 
Sider, who is on furlough from Zam-
bia. • John Walters, missionary to 
Botswana with Thirstland Min-




OF REGIONAL AND GENERAL CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham. Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
1995 
Nov. 3-4 "Exploring the Brethren in Christ Identity" 
Study Conference (Messiah College) 
Nov. 10-11 Board for Media Ministries 
Nov. 11 Atlantic Conf. Pastors/Treasurers 
Luncheon (Lancaster, Pa.) 
Key Dates in 1996 
June 26-27 Beulah/Upland College & Academy 
Reunion (Upland, Calif.) 
June 29-July 3 General Conference (Azusa. Calif.) 
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Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, 
Massil lon, Ohio, recently saw 
"Through New Eyes," a video 
reviewing 75 years of MCC out-
reach. • The Ashland, Ohio, church 
enjoyed a Labor Day weekend camp-
out on the Dohner farm, with farm/ 
barn activities, cookouts, and camp-
fire. • The Christ Crusaders of the 
Bethel church, Merrill. Mich., par-
ticipated in the Aug. 25-26 youth 
weekend at Wesleyan Woods Camp. 
• Daniel Rudd was the Sept. 24 
guest speaker at the Beulah Chapel 
church, Springfield, Ohio. The 
church planned a yard/bake sale for 
Oct. 7. • Sept. 10 was Reunion Sun-
day at the Christian Union church, 
Garrett, Ind. Rick Collins spoke 
Sept. 24 on Promise Keepers. 
The teens of the Fairview church, 
Englewood, Ohio, reported Sept. 3 
on their summer missions trips. On 
Sept. 10, Howard Garver spoke 
about missions in Venezuela. • On 
Sept. 24 the Highland church. West 
Milton. Ohio, had a Sunday school 
picnic and concert by the Kuhn Sis-
ters. • Four persons were baptized 
Sept. 17 into the Lakeview congre-
gation, Goodrich, Mich. A $400 
offering was received on Sept. 24 
for Homer Bassett's men's ministry 
at Carriage Town Mission. • On 
Sunday evening, Sept. 24, the Moore-
town church, Sandusky, Mich., 
viewed "Molder of Dreams: The 
Guy Doud Story." • The Morrison, 
111., church had a Sunday school pro-
motion recently, with a presentation 
by each class. 
The Nappanee, Ind., church 
building is now being used for the 
local elementary school's release-
time Bible classes. • Paul Race 
spoke Sept. 24 to the Northgate fel-
lowship, Tipp City, Ohio. Oct. 8 was 
Friend Day. • The youth of the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church spon-
sored an ice cream and pie booth at 
the city's Old Soldier Festival, Sept. 
9-10. • Bishop Byers spoke Aug. 
27 in the service of the Sippo Valley 
church, Massillon, Ohio. • The 
Union Grove church, New Paris, 
Ind., encouraged all teachers and 
leaders to attend a Seven Laws of 
the Learner seminar Sept. 15-16. 
Midwest Conference 
Oct. 1 was Teen Sunday at the 
Abilene, Kan., church, with youth 
leading the service and the film "The 
Crossing." • Seven youth were bap-
tized Sept. 17 after the annual picnic 
of the Rosebank. Kan., church. • 
Nine persons were baptized into the 
fellowship of the Zion church, Abi-
lene, Kan., following a picnic on 
Sept. 10. The congregation saw the 
Focus on the Family film "Holly-
wood Versus America" on Sept. 24. 
Pacific Conference 
A pastor's welcome class Sept. 
17 at the Chino, Calif., church 
included a pizza lunch and three-
hour overview of church life. • The 
Moreno church. Moreno Valley, 
Calif., has a new evangelism/witness 
team which goes out to hospitals, 
medical centers, malls, and schools. 
• The Pacific Highway congrega-
tion, Salem, Ore., celebrated MCC 
Sunday on Sept. 24 with a viewing of 
"Through New Eyes" and worship 
centered around MCC's humanitari-
an endeavors of the past 75 years. • 
The Upland, Calif., church had a 
seminar Sept. 29-30 titled "Your 
Finances in Changing Times." • The 
Walnut, Calif., church collected its 
quarterly hunger banks offering for 
the poor on Sept. 24. 
Southeast Conference 
On Sept. 24 the Community 
Bible church, Sarasota, Fla., hosted 
a local puppet ministry team pro-
gram for the daycare children and 
their parents. • The Kids Korner 
Sunday evening kickoff at the High-
land Park church, Dublin, Va., was 
Sept. 10 "unusual Olympics." • 
Scott Bush and Stan Kroll were 
September morning speakers at the 
Holden Park church, Orlando, Fla. 
The Orange Co. Cruisers Motorcy-
cle Club were guests of the congre-
gation on Sept. 10. • The Rolling 
Acres church, McMinnville, Tenn., 
reports a record average monthly 
attendence of 110 in August. • 
LeRoy and Judy Eberly were guests 
in the morning service Sept. 17 of 
the Winchester, Va., congregation. 
Susquehanna Conference 
Hyder Guhlum gave his testimo-
ny at the first women's brunch of 
the year on Sept. 12 at the Big Val-
ley church, Belleville, Pa. • The 
Carlisle, Pa., women had a retreat at 
Penn-Del Conference Center Oct. 
13-15. Dorothy Gish's theme was 
"How God Speaks to Us from Gen-
esis." • The Cedar Grove congre-
gation, Mifflintown, Pa., planned a 
special seeker service for Oct. 8. 
Members were urged to invite 
friends. • On Oct. 7-8 the Dills-
burg. Pa., congregation celebrated 
completion of their renovations with 
a concert, tours, pig roast, George 
Kimber speaking, and Bishop Haw-
baker leading the dedication service. 
The Fairview congregation, 
Reesers Summit, Pa., planned a 
hoagie sale for Oct. 19-20. • The 
Grantham, Pa., church is proceed-
ing with plans to relocate off campus 
on the Thompson/Wolgemuth prop-
erty. • Dana Crider spoke on mis-
sions in India in the Sept. 10 evening 
service of the Hanover, Pa., church. 
Fall revival with Dwayne Potteiger 
E.V. Timelines^ 
100 YEARS AGO 
November 1, 1895—T. A. Long writes, "Those who make 
much ado about the future state would do well to take Christ 's 
example, doctrine and words, viz. John 9:4: "1 must work the 
works of him that sent me, while it is day, the night cometh 
when no man can work." ...We have every reason to believe 
those who have so much to say and teach about the future are 
simply (we fear) spending their time rather in the anti-Christ 
way. May God help us to do our work that he has given us for 
life well, and we feel sure the Lord will take care of us in the 
future ." 
75 YEARS AGO 
November 15, 1920—Editor V. L. Stump: "Just as we are 
preparing. . . this issue we are interrupted with the noise of 
ringing bells and blowing whistles, celebrating the anniver-
sary day when the great armistice was signed in Europe two 
years ago. W e are made to thank God for the day when the 
fearful carnage . . .was in a measure brought to an end. Why 
did we say 'in a measure ' ? Because the fact remains that the 
past two years have been anything but peaceful for the world 
at large. War, pestilence, murder, riot, rapine, robbery and 
oppression, have gone steadily on.... W h a t ' s the matter any-
way? 'Men are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God. ' " 
50 YEARS AGO 
November 19, 1945—Jesse W. Hoover editorializes: "Per-
haps the most fitting observance of this Thanksgiving...would 
be to adopt the meagre menu of the Pilgrim fathers in their 
first observance. Then the time usually consumed in overeat-
ing followed by a stupor, could more properly and profitably 
be spent in fast ing and prayer for the desperate needs of 
humani ty . . . followed up by giving as we have never given 
before, in order that the hungry may be fed ." 
25 YEARS AGO 
November 25,1970—John Zercher, reflecting on political 
leadership: "What we need are men with 'hard heads and soft 
hearts ' ; men who are prepared to come to terms with the 
laws of economic life; men who are not only concerned with 
m a n ' s rights but also his responsibility; men who respect 
fac t s—'hard-headed ' if you please. But men who also are 
' so f t -hea r ted '—moved by compassion and understanding; 
men who know that people are more important than money; 
men who know that justice is more basic than law and order; 
men who sense that a nation that spends 70 billion for the mil-
itary and trims the budget for education and health and hous-
ing has its values all mixed up." 
10 YEARS AGO 
November 1985—In an editorial titled "I need more friends 
like Ted" the current editor wrote: "While my relationship 
with Ted was often stretching, we really did have a lot in 
common. But then I think of . . .people whose experiences are 
far different f rom mine: multiple divorces, remarriages, and 
living arrangements; chronic unemployment; alcoholism and 
drug abuse; suicide; spouse and child abuse....you and I must 
f ind ways of opening our lives and building bridges of trust 
and friendship. Sometimes this is fairly easy and safe . . . . But 
other relationships may be risky and scary, and I for one 
often feel inadequate. But isn ' t that one reason why the Holy 
Spirit is here, to enable us to do important, necessary things 
that don ' t come easily or naturally?" 
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began on Oct. 1. • The women of 
the Jemison Valley congregation, 
Westfield, Pa., catered a dinner Sept. 
29 for the Pa. Farmers Assoc. Mar-
jorie Buck spoke in the Sept. 24 
evening service. 
Nancy Loveland, with Wycliffe 
Bible Translators in Peru, spoke on 
"Doing the Job Alone" to the Locust 
Grove congregation, York, Pa., 
Sept. 17. • The Christian Holiness 
Association's North Central Penn-
sylvania rally was held at the Marsh 
Creek church, Howard, Pa., Sept. 
12-14 with John Hawbaker speak-
ing. • The Mechanicsburg. Pa., 
church began a full schedule of 
Wednesday night children's clubs 
on Sept. 6. 
On Sept. 17-24, the missions 
conference of the Messiah Village 
church, Mechanicsburg, highlighted 
12 different speakers. • On Sept. 17 
the youth missions team of the Red-
land Valley church, York Haven, 
Pa., traveled to the Faith church 
(Baltimore, Md.) to do some of the 
skits they had done while in Mexico. 
• On Oct. 8 the Roseglen congre-
gation, Duncannon, Pa., benefitted 
from part 1 of a new series: "Getting 




Abell: Jared Roger, Aug. 30; 
Dennis and Shirley (Attick) Abell, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Collins: Chantelle Marie, Sept. 
7; Marc and Tammy (Flagg) Collins, 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Croyle: Kayla Ashley, Aug. 8; 
James and Jennifer (Sayre) Croyle, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Durff: Zachary Russell, Aug. 29; 
Shawn and Vickie Durff, Mt. Rock 
congregation, Pa. 
Engle: Susanna Quinta, Sept. 11; 
Richard and Yvonne (Huntoon) 
Engle, Bethel congregation, Mich. 
Foote: Kerra Joy, Aug. 29; Todd 
and Tina (Hastings) Foote, Moore-
town congregation, Mich. 
Forte: Lucas Cosimo, Sept. 29; 
Gus and Tammy (Ressler) Forte, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Gingrich: Carrie Katherine, 






by Paul Z. Hess 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 
January I - September 30, 1995 
1995 1994 
Proportionate 1.574.071 1.752.536 
Congregational 1,490,927 1,565,814 
Individual 83,144 186,722 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 424.478 531.339 
Congregational 226,963 309.614 
Individual 197,515 221,725 
Total to Date 1.998.549 2.283.875 
Total Budget 4.091.643 4.093.469 
Received to Date 48.9% 55.8% 
In 1979 at the Western Hills Brethren in Christ Church in Englewood, 
Ohio, our Sunday school average was in the teens and our Sunday worship 
service attendance was in the low 30s. There were two member couples, plus 
a few committed ladies and two single men who were members. Only two 
families had their houses fully paid and no one owned a business until years 
later. We were carrying a mortgage of over $49,000, which at one point cost 
us almost $100 in interest weekly. Partial pastoral support was subsidized by 
the Central Conference. This was a heavy load for a small congregation. 
Beyond congregational needs, we gave only $600 to denominational min-
istries. 
By faith our congregation began to approve budgets which included 
increased giving beyond congregational needs at an average of 15 percent 
each year. We also agreed that any receipts received on the fifth Sundays 
above budget needs would be applied toward debt reduction. Our promotion-
al approach called for making accurate monthly financial reports 
and inviting speakers representing various ministries. Except for a 
garage sale, we did not raise support by dinners or sales tactics. 
The Lord blessed our humble obedience by making it possible to burn our 
mortgage in seven years. During this time we also improved our parking lot 
and driveway at a cost of over $10,000. 
In the eighth year we began an annual, three-day missionary conference, 
with fellowship meals and three missionary couples sharing in each session. 
Everyone was invited to one of three homes for a Saturday brunch with a 
missionary couple. In the climaxing Sunday morning service, we received 
Faith Promise commitments to missions beyond budget giving. This concept 
had been carefully outlined before and during the conference so each could 
be prepared to respond after prayerful consideration. 
Through these conferences we expanded our annual congregational giving 
by about $3,000 for missions, above a budget of about $50,000, of which 
$7,000 was for Cooperative Ministries. Thus we were giving approximately 
20 percent of our receipts to denominational ministries. A retired deacon said 
during a Sunday morning worship service, "Before we gave to missions, we 
were always in financial trouble. Now it is not so." 
The Lord so blessed our venture in faith that we were always able to end 
the year in the black. In fact, for several years we gave the total balance in 
the treasury to missions or Cooperative Ministries and began the year with a 
zero balance. The average attendance in 1989 was in the 60s. All this the 
congregation did in the spirit of anticipation and joy. 
Paul Z. Hess served as pastor of the Western Hills congregation. 
22 Evangelical Visitor 
saker) Gingrich, Skyline View con-
gregation, Pa. 
Groff: Jordan Gabriel, June 12; 
Gary and Lisa (Layman) Groff, Lan-
caster congregation. Pa. 
Herr: MacKenzie Johanna. Aug. 
23; Stephen and Teresa (Croft) Herr, 
Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Hess: Ellen Elizabeth, July 18; 
Duane and Bridget (Herry) Hess, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Linton: Jeremy Michael, May 2; 
Steve and Carrie (Stoner) Linton, 
Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Lourdon: Ian Michael, Aug. 23; 
Scott and Camilla (Custer) Lourdon, 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa. 
McCrea: Riley Lome, Aug. 18; 
Jeff and Liz McCrae, Westheights 
congregation, Ont. 
Mitchell: Kathleen Mae. Sept. 
14; Steve and Melissa (Eberly) 
Mitchell, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Mummert: Megan Elizabeth, 
Sept. 4; Allan and Karen (Ketner) 
Mummert, Air Hill congregation. Pa. 
Raush: Caroline Logan, Aug. 
29; Alan and Martha (Herr) Raush, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Ream: Connor Scott, Sept. 7; 
Scott and Tammy (Hoak) Ream, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Rossi: Lukas Eldon, Aug. 19; 
Sam and Susan (Fretz) Rossi. River-
side Chapel congregation, Ont. 
Seiger: Bradley James, Aug. 12; 
Thomas and Tracy (Griel) Seiger, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Sowers: Rachel Erin, Sept. 18; 
Dan and Christine Sowers, Cedar 
Grove congregation. Pa. 
Stern: Isaac James, Sept. 1; 
Doug and Luella (Smith) Stern, Mar-
tinsburg congregation. Pa. 
Weddings 
Ferguson - Rohrer: Marci Joann, 
daughter of Kenneth and Marlys 
Rohrer, Wakefield, Kan., and Douglas 
Wayne, son of Larry and Miriam Fer-
guson, Ottawa, Kan., Sept. 23, at Zion 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Ron Bowell officiating. 
Gift - McCauley: Michelle 
Marie, daughter of Bill and Joyce 
McCauley, and Tobias Edward, son 
of Dennis and Linda Gift, Waynes-
boro. Pa., Aug. 26, at Rehoboth Unit-
ed Methodist Church with Rev. 
James E. Swecker officiating. 
Murphy - Musser: Tricia L., 
daughter of Harold and Judy Musser, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., and Harold R., 
son of Mary and the late Harold R. 
Murphy Sr., Rheems, Pa., Sept. 9, at 
Congregational Bible Church with 
Rev. Louis O. Cober officiating. 
Peiffer - Gregory: Heather, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Willis Greg-
ory, Waynesboro, Pa., and David, son 
of Mark and Donna Peiffer, Waynes-
boro, Aug. 12, at Fairview Ave. 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Rodney White officiating. 
Reigel - Bracale: Tammy Lee, 
daughter of Allen and Bobbie Bra-
cale, Lebanon, Pa., and Kent 
Michael, son of Paul and the late 
Nancy Reigel, Annville, Pa., Sept. 9, 
at Fairland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ronald R. Slabaugh offici-
ating. 
Rosenberry - Barley: Cindy Jo, 
daughter of John and Jane Barley, 
Conestoga, Pa., and David Scott, son 
of John and Nancy Rosenberry, Man-
heim, Pa., Aug. 5, at Elizabethtown 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
David L. Hall, Rev. Preston Parthe-
mer. and Rev. John Frey officiating. 
Snyder - Keener: Stephanie 
Lynn, daughter of Ronald and Fern 
Keener, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Ran-
dall James, son of Joseph and Verna 
Snyder, Lititz, Pa., Sept. 23, at Cross 
Roads Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Glenn Hoover and Rev. Dale H. 
Engle officiating. 
Streeval - Burton: Suzanna 
Michell, daughter of Wendell and 
Faye Kemp Burton, Columbia. Ky., 
and William Anthony, son of Charles 
and Ruth Ann Curry Streeval, 
Columbia, Aug. 25, at Bloomington 
Chapel Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. J. Timothy Lewis officiat-
ing. 
Vanlngen - Ward: Michelle 
Catherine, daughter of Gerry and 
Margaret Ward, Kitchener, Ont., and 
Charles Scott, son of Charles and 
Bonnie Vanlngen, Kitchener, Sept. 
16, at Westheights Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. David Illman offi-
ciating. 
Obituaries 
Bailey: Samuel J. Bailey, born 
Feb. 18, 1914, son of Gervin and 
Emma Floyd Bailey, died July 26. 
Preceding him in death were his 
wife, Dorothy (Smith); and a sister, 
Alberta Stoner. Surviving are his 
wife, Edith (Fox); two daughters, 
Myrna Wilt and Elaine Groff; a son, 
James; three stepchildren; and three 
brothers. Samuel was retired from 
Miller Hess Shoe Co. He was also a 
poultry farmer and woodworker. He 
loved fishing and listening to singing 
groups in the area. He was a member 
of the Lancaster congregation, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. James Ernst officiating. Inter-
ment was in Mount Joy Cemetery. 
Cook: Samuel Cook, born Oct. 
21, 1895, son of William and Martha 
Cook, died Sept. 24. Preceding him 
in death were his wife, Nettie M. 
(Miller); a sister. Fern Dawson; and 
brother, Paul. Surviving are 2 sons, 
Lee and Lorin; 2 daughters, Helen 
Eshleman and Virginia White; 13 
grandchildren; 19 great-grandchil-
dren; and 2 great-great-grandchil-
dren. Samuel taught school for over 
25 years, farmed, and was a member 
of the Gideons International. He was 
a member of the Christian Union 
congregation, Ind., where he served 
as Sunday school teacher, board 
member, and trustee. He was on the 
Messiah College Board of Trustees. 
The funeral service was held at the 
church with Rev. Daryl Climenhaga 
officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Crider: Carl C. Crider, born 
June 24, 1913, in Abilene, Kansas, 
died Aug. 31. Surviving are his wife, 
Nada; two sons, Ken E. and Shel-
don R.; a daughter. Sally A. Young; 
two brothers. Alfred E. and Charles 
S.; and four grandchildren. Carl, a 
retired meat cutter at the IGA 
Annville Locker Plant, had been a 
resident at Messiah Village since 
August. He was a member of the 
Grantham congregation, Pa., where 
the funeral was held with Rev. 
Robert B. Ives and Rev. Elbert N. 
Smith officiating. Interment was in 
Grantham Memorial Park. 
Fretz: Hattie Mae Fretz, born 
Feb. 4, 1903, in Ridgeway, Ont., 
died Aug. 13. Preceding her in death 
was her husband, Earnest Dent; her 
husband, Roy Fretz; a sister; and two 
brothers. Hattie was a member of the 
Sherkston congregation. Ont., where 
the funeral was held with Rev. 
Leonard J. Chester and Rev. Robert 
Rolston officiating. Interment was 
in Ridgeway Old Memorial Ceme-
tery. 
Hostetler: Esther K. Hostetler. 
born Oct. 10, 1908, in Nappanee, 
Ind., daughter of Christian and Anna 
Zimmerman Ressler, died Aug. 19. 
Preceding her in death were her hus-
band, John Schrock; her husband, 
Jonas Hostetler; a daughter, Alice 
Mae Schrock; a stepson and two 
stepdaughters; a brother, Andrew; 
and 4 sisters, Susan Jantzi, Ruth 
Jantzi, Mary Ressler. and Martha 
Ressler. Surviving are 5 stepsons; 4 
stepdaughters; 29 stepgrandchildren; 
55 stepgreat-grandchildren; 10 step-
great-great-grandchildren; 2 broth-
ers, Menno and John Ressler; and a 
sister, Noami Zehr. Esther was a 
member of the Sippo Valley con-
gregation. Ohio, for 38 years. The 
funeral was held at the Pleasant 
View Mennonite Church with Rev. 
John Miller and Rev. John Ressler 
officiating. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. 
Miller: Runie Burton Miller, 
born Sept. 24, 1914, in Columbia, 
Ky., died Sept. 9. Preceding her in 
death were her husband, Delbert 
Miller; a son, Kenneth; and a brother, 
Raymond Burton. Surviving are two 
brothers, Orby and Jay Burton; and 
several nieces and nephews. Runie 
was an encourager, a lover of chil-
dren, and a member of the Bloom-
ington Chapel congregation, Ky. The 
funeral was held at the Stotts, Phelps, 
and McQueary Funeral Home with 
Rev. J. Timothy Lewis and Rev. 
Terry Burton officiating. Interment 
was in Haven Hill Cemetery. 
Oberholtzer: Paul B. Ober-
holtzer, born Mar. 16, 1904, son of 
Abraham and Annie Brandt Ober-
holtzer, died Sept. 5. Preceding him 
in death was his wife of 52 years, 
Anna W. (Heisey); his wife of 11 
years, Anna Mary Heisey; a daugh-
ter, Janet Oberholtzer; 3 brothers, 
Aaron, Ammon, and Jacob; and 2 
sisters, Verna Nomhold and Esther 
Vilar. Surviving are a son, J. Arthur; 
a daughter, Verna Schwartz; 8 
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchil-
dren; a great-great-grandchild; and 
2 sisters, Eva Book and Ada Under-
koffler. Paul was a member of the 
Mastersonville congregation. Pa. 
The funeral was held at the Mount 
Pleasant Church with Rev. Jerel 
Book, Rev. Harold Bowers, and 
Rev. Wilmer Heisey officiating. In-
terment was in the church cemetery. 
Robinson: Esther Zimmerman 
Robinson, born Sept. 21, 1927, in 
Elizabethtown, Pa., died July 12. 
Surviving is one brother, Ralph Zim-
merman. Esther was the wife of 
Merritt Robinson. They served as 
the first pastoral couple of the 
Brooklyn, N.Y., church. Around 
1970 she moved to St. Petersburg, 
Fla., where she was involved in the 
East Lake congregation for many 
years. The funeral was held at the 
Nissley Funeral Home (Pa.) with 
Bishop Henry A. Ginder officiating. 
Interment was in Good's Mennonite 
Cemetery. 
Trainor: Ervin Ernest Trainor, 
born June 3, 1911, son of Joseph and 
Edith Ragatz Trainor, died Aug. 29. 
Preceding him in death were his 
wife. Bertha (Demrow); a son, Rus-
sell; 3 sisters; and 4 grandchildren. 
Surviving are 6 sons, Leland, Leon, 
Robert, Ronald, Paul, and Kenneth; 
6 daughters, Ruth Ockerman, Edith 
Pearcy, Thelma Hipp, Marion Bech-
tel, Martha Barren, and Doris John-
ston; 5 brothers; 3 sisters; 25 grand-
children; and 12 great-grandchil-
dren. Ervin was a lifelong resident of 
the Snover. Mich., area, a farmer, 
and a lay minister in the area. He 
was a member of the Mooretown 
congregation, Mich. The funeral was 
held at the Faith Free Methodist 
Church with Rev. Melvin Stauffer 
and Rev. Roger Cleeton officiating. 
Interment was in Moore Township 
Cemetery. • 




Roxbury Holiness Camp observed its 
60th camp meeting f rom August 4-13 
with the theme "God's Power for Today." 
Good attendances, high quality in preach-
ing, an excellent team spirit in the co-
evangelists, and an unusual number of 
seekers at the invitation times marked this 
year's camp. 
In keeping with the 60th anniversary 
theme, President Eugene Heidler pre-
sented a tiered anniversary cake on the 
first Sunday afternoon. He then had the 
Camp Director, John Hawbaker, and his 
wife JoLene come to the platform to cut 
the cake and sample a piece. Later, every-
one who stayed for supper received a 
piece of decorated sheet cake. 
Another special feature of the first 
Sunday was the dedication of the John 
L. Rosenber ry C o m m o n s , the newly 
completed kitchen and dining facility. 
John Rosenberry died in January of this 
year, but his wife Maurine, their three 
children, their grandchildren, John's two 
surviving brothers, and several other fam-
ily members attended the dedication. 
Maurine cut the ribbon at the entrance of 
the Rosenberry Commons. 
At several of the evening services 
there was a special sense of God's pres-
ence during the invitation and the prayer 
time that followed. On a few occasions 
the evangelist asked anyone who wished, 
to come to the platform and the front area 
to stand or kneel in prayer in support of 
those who were praying at the altar. One 
such occasion was on Monday evening. 
As we continued in prayer and waiting on 
Has Roxbury 
Camp changed? 
by A lv in Burkho lder 
I have been asked to write my reflec-
tions on Roxbury Holiness Camp. For a 
period of 20 years beginning about 1945,1 
had the privilege of being at Roxbury as 
evange l i s t , Bib le t eacher , occas iona l 
speaker, or just as an interested and sup-
portive attender. Now after an absence of 
nearly 30 years, God opened the way for 
me to attend the 1995 camp meeting. 
Has Roxbury changed? Without ques-
tion it has changed in many ways. I shall 
mention a number of noticeable changes 
and then list some areas that have not 
changed. First, the changes: 
1. The physical plant , grounds and 
buildings, enlarged and new assembly 
places; and the outstanding John Rosen-
berry Commons, which is a beautiful mod-
ern kitchen and dining facility. 
2. Program changes including ministry 
seminars, expanded athletic activities, and 
additional programs for teens. The use of 
more professionally-trained music groups, 
some contemporary music with various 
instruments, some drama, and clapping as 
a frequent response to musical selections 
or testimonies. 
3. Variety in receiving the offering. One 
evening the camp director asked the entire 
congregation to bring their offerings to the 
front while the song leader directed the 
congregation in singing songs and chorus-
es. That evening the of fe r ing amount 
requested was $2,900, and the amount 
received was $5,001! 
4. Using the open microphone for testi-
monies only at the morning service instead 
of morning and evening. This change gave 
a more orderly service and more time for 
ministry of the Word in the evening ser-
vice. 
5. A noticeable absence of excessive 
emotional demonstrations that character-
ized the services in former years. Also, I 
observed that many people now practice 
today's general manner of dress and hair 
styles. 
Now I wish to list some things that 
haven't changed—things that contributed 
to a great and blessed camp. 
1. The excellent presentation by the 
evangelists of the biblical doctrine of sanc-
tification and holiness. No compromise in 
the doctrines of sin, justification, holy liv-
ing, confession, restitution, repentance, 
and sanctification. 
2. The major part of the congregation 
gave e v i d e n c e of s e r ious ly de s i r i ng 
revival, deeper life, and growth in grace 
and obedience to God. The response was a 
filled altar, with assigned altar workers 
using the Scriptures to help seekers to be 
born again, make new commitments, and 
open their hearts to the Spirit. One night 
will stand out in my memory. In the time 
that followed the invitation, God's blessing 
and power were manifested in quietness, 
tears, singing, and occasional shouts of 
joy. The experience of God's presence was 
as rewarding as in former days. 
3. The camp is reaching the youth, with 
five or six rows of youth sitting in the front 
center section each night. The teens give 
excellent attention and nearly all of them 
carry their Bibles and use them during the 
service. Roxbury is gearing its program 
for the coming leaders of tomorrow. Youth 
were a part of the camp as seekers, coun-
selors, altar workers, and volunteers. 1 
commend the camp leadership for involv-
ing the youth in meaningful ways. 
4. The emphasis on prayer has not 
changed. Regular prayer was organized 
for every hour around the clock. Prayer 
was major in the early days and still is the 
power hour for the camp. 
5. The music led by dedicated leaders 
was tremendous. Music has always been a 
noted part of Roxbury, and this has not 
changed. People sang enthusiastically with 
God's blessing. Our hearts overflowed in 
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God, there was an unusual sense of God's 
presence and power. For awhile we were 
silent in prayer. At times we sang praises 
to God. A few people gave a testimony or 
confession or word of encouragement. At 
one point there was weeping followed by 
a few shouts of joy, but most of the time 
we were quietly waiting on God, won-
dering what he might do next. We were 
keenly aware that God was present to 
help and cleanse and fill his people. 
The co-evangelists for the camp meet-
ing were Robert Kline, from the Church-
es of Christ in Christ ian Union, who 
preached with vigor and authority; and 
Craig Sider, pastor of the Upper Oaks 
Community Brethren in Christ Church 
near Toronto, Ontario, who spoke out of 
his passion that people should receive 
Christ as their Savior and become fully-
devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 
The guest speaker on the first weekend 
was Terry Brensinger, Associate Profes-
sor of Biblical Studies at Messiah Col-
lege, and on the second weekend was Mil-
lard Reed, President of Trevecca Naza-
rene College in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Kevin Witter served as song leader for 
the main part of camp; accompanists 
were Loine Bert and Jan Stauffer. On the 
second weekend the music team consist-
ed of Pat Duncan and accompanist Don 
Reddick. This was their third time to be 
music ians at our camp. Other music 
groups were the Wingert Family Singers, 
the Gospel Express (Nelson Coblentz and 
his family), and the Ministers of Music. 
The ministry of prayer is at the heart 
of the entire camp. Our prayer leader was 
Fred Geib, assisted by Ralph and Sylvia 
Hock, Marlin and Ruth Ressler, Mick and 
Fern Steckbeck, and James and Faithe 
Spurrier. 
Eileen Blowers directed the children's 
camp, with the theme: "Jesus, Light of 
the World, Lights the Way for the Chil-
dren." The offerings were for the mis-
sions projects of providing benches for 
our churches in Mexico, and school and 
library supplies for the Gary Andricks 
family and their ministry in Malawi. The 
o f f e r i n g goal was $2 ,000 ; the tota l 
received was $2,294. 
Gary and Mel Andricks, with their 
children Ryan and Lesley, were resident 
missionaries for the entire camp. The 
Andricks gave their personal testimonies 
in the Thursday morning service. This 
was one of the highlights of the camp as 
we learned how God led Gary and Mel 
through some very difficult experiences 
in their childhood to a place of readiness 
to serve God as missionaries to Muslims. 
Missions Day, August 9, was the same 
day that missionary Jay Smith debated a 
leading Islamic scholar at Cambridge 
University in England. We had special 
prayer for Jay—and special rejoicing 
when we received a report from his wife 
Judy that the debate was a clear victory 
for Jay's presentation. When this report 
was given at the Wednesday evening ser-
vice, the whole Roxbury crowd erupted 
into applause. 
The offering on Missions Day was 
$70,023. For the operational budget we 
received $56,941, which was $2,441 
more than our projected expenses. The 
amount given to the capital fund was 
$75,775. We thank God for generous giv-
ing by his people. 
Teen Camp followed the theme of 
"Breaking Through," under the direction 
of David Erisman and Amy Garman. The 
Bible teacher was Bart Gardner, from the 
United Methodist Church in Indiana. The 
ministry team was "Rhythms of Grace," 
from Eastern Nazarene College. Many 
teenagers made new commitments to 
Christ or dedicated themselves to God 
for Christian service. 
In the Sunday evening testimony time 
one woman told how she went forward at 
the invitation one evening and "gave 
myself comple te ly to Jesus Chr i s t . " 
Explaining that this year was the first she 
had come to Roxbury Camp, she said, 
"I 've never attended anything as won-
derful as this in my whole life." 
Throughout the events of the camp 
meeting we had many occasions to marvel 
at the way God's power is at work today. 
The 1997 camp meeting is scheduled 
for August 2-11. Evangelists will be Dar-
ius Salter and Luke Keefer, Jr. Weekend 
speaker will be Leslie Parrott. Tim and 
Esther Dotson will be with us as guest 
musicians. We invite you to mark your 
calendar and plan to attend.—Reported, by 
Bishop John B. Hawbaker, camp director. 
praise and worship with tears, raising of 
hands, rejoicing, and frequent clapping. 
6. The spiritual flavor of Roxbury— 
that special, God-given atmosphere of 
enthusiasm present in prayer, singing, 
giving, preaching, and testifying, togeth-
er with the healing service—is still char-
acteristic of the camp. One day walking 
from my place of lodging to the taberna-
cle, I felt that every step I took was on 
holy ground. Praise the Lord! Truly it was 
the love of God shed abroad in our hearts 
resulting in love for one another. 
I have not touched on all changes or all 
the continuing blessings but will sum it up 
by saying, yes, Roxbury has changed in 
some customs, methods, and facilities; 
but Roxbury today is earnestly contend-
ing for the faith and serving this genera-
tion while prayerful ly making adjust-
ments. With a dedicated, Spirit-fi l led 
board and {OF?} directors holding to bib-
lical doctrines that transform and provide 
life-changing experiences, Roxbury has 
a glorious future, and God will bless this 
camp for his glory. Praise the Lord! 
Alvin C. Burkholder served the denomina-
tion as bishop and Director of Stewardship. 
He is retired and lives in Upland, Calif. 
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1995 Music Scholarship 
grants announced 
Each year Congregational Life Min-
istries provides four $200 scholarships to 
young persons actively participating in 
their congregations ' music ministries. 
The funds are to help in further develop-
ment of each person's talent. This year's 
scholarships have been awarded to: 
Natausha Dixon attends the Martins-
burg Brethren in Christ Church, Martins-
burg, Pa. Her music interests are voice 
and flute. She sings in the choir, plays in 
ensemble s , and leads s inging at her 
church where she is a positive influence 
on younger students and children. She 
will use her scholarship for voice lessons. 
Jodi Musser is a member of the Mount 
Rock Brethren in Christ Church, Ship-
pensburg, Pa. Her music talents are in 
piano and voice. Jodi enthusiastically par-
ticipates as a praise and worship leader 
and serves as youth representative to the 
Music Committee. Her scholarship will 
aid her in private voice lessons. 
Kara Niesley is a member of the Fair-
view Brethren in Christ Church, Engle-
wood, Ohio. Kara sings and plays the 
piano and flute. She sees music as an im-
portant way to worship God and to lead 
others in worship. This scholarship will be 
used to further her training on the flute. 
Rebecca Reitz is a member of the Sky-
line View Brethren in Christ Church, Har-
risburg, Pa. She uses her gifts in piano as 
an accompanist in worship and for chil-
dren's choir. Rebecca wants to expand 
her musical gifts for the glory of God. 
She plans to apply her scholarship to 
voice lessons. 
It is a joy to provide these scholarships 
through the Music Trust Fund. There were 
a total of 45 applicants. It would be great 
to provide additional grants. Praise God 
for this fine group of youth who are com-
mitted to giving their gifts to serve Christ 
and the church. • 
Ken Pierce begins 
VS ass ignment 
Ken Pierce, Mount 
Joy, Pa., began a one-
year term of volun-
tary service on Sept. 
18 with Eastern Men-
nonite Missions, Sa-
lunga, Pa. He, along with 20 other vol-
unteers, spent August 21 to September 
15 in discipleship training at the Harris-
burg Discipleship Center, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Ken will serve in building and remodel-
ing houses in Americus, Georgia. 
Ken, son of Luke and Anna M a e 
Pierce, Mount Joy, is a 1989 graduate of 
Donegal High School. Prior to his term of 
service, Ken worked at J.C. Snavely and 
Son, Inc., Lancaster, Pa. He is a member 
of Mount Pleasant Brethren in Christ 
Church in Mount Joy. 
Currently 39 persons serve in eight 
households along the eastern Uni ted 
States in the voluntary service program of 
Eastern Mennonite Missions. • 
Upland College— 
THE EARLY YEARS 
by Howard A. Book 
One of the reasons my family moved 
from Kansas to Upland in 1925 was the 
availability of a Christian education pro-
gram for my sister and me at Beulah Col-
lege. My initial enrollment was therefore 
not the result of a choice on my part, but 
rather just following through on family 
plans. However, my continued enrollment 
was the result of one of the major direc-
tion-setting decisions of my life. Recruit-
ment e f fo r t s resul ted in a number of 
enrollees in the 1926 freshman class from 
non-Brethren in Christ families living in 
Upland and nearby communities. At the 
end of that year, most of these new stu-
dents decided to transfer to the public 
school system. After a summer of deci-
sion-making turmoil, I enrolled for my 
sophomore year at Beulah College. 
I am certain that this decision set the 
path for a most important part of my jour-
ney through life. All of my educational 
studies, except for graduate school, were 
undertaken in church schools. And all of 
my 33 years as a ful l - t ime teacher or 
administrator were spent in church-spon-
sored schools. 
One of the unpublicized aspects present 
in the early years was the openness on the 
part of faculty and staff to the considera-
tion of ideas different f rom prevailing 
beliefs. Morris Sider mentions in his book, 
A Vision for Service, the introduction of 
field trips to "heathen temples" in Los 
Angeles. As a member of one of these 
trips, I was impressed with the non-judg-
mental attitude exhibited by the faculty 
sponsors. It was a genuine educational 
exposure to other ideas about religion. 
In some instances fellow students were 
less accepting of differences than faculty 
members. On one occasion a freshman 
student with some ability in playing the 
piano was playing gospel hymns in the 
auditorium, embellishing them with a syn-
copated beat. On hearing this, a fellow 
student went to the piano and picked up 
and carried the pianist out of the build-
ing! It is doubtful that a faculty member 
would have been that disturbed by the 
music. The openness exhibited by those in 
charge of my educational program became 
more and more impressive to me as time 
went on. 
Mention is frequently made of the self-
less dedication of faculty and staff mem-
bers. I am sure this was true throughout 
the entire history of Beulah College. My 
list of those in this category include Alma 
Cassel, H. G. Brubaker, Paul Engle, Han-
Beulah College/Upland College 
Reunion will be held June 26-27, 
1996 at the former campus. For 
information, contact Eloise Engle, 
896 W. Arrow, Upland, CA 91786 
(909) 985-3861. Donations may be 
mailed to Ray M. Musser, 404 N. 
2nd Ave., Upland CA 91786-4790. 
nah Eyer Foote, and Mary Kreider. Others 
would submit a slightly di f ferent list 
depending on personal contacts and the 
time frame. 
One measure of dedication might be 
the degree of enthusiasm exhibited when 
promoting the school. On one occasion 
the enthusiasm was apparently very high. 
A new student arrived from out of state. 
While he was being driven up Euclid 
Avenue from Ontario, he was certain that, 
on the basis of impressions given by the 
recruiter, the buildings which then housed 
Chaffey High School must be the build-
ings of the Beulah College campus. Imag-
ine the surprise and disappointment when 
the student arrived at the "campus" on 
Third Avenue. 
This bit of reminiscing about the early 
years is limited to the last two-thirds of 
that time period. It would be very inter-
esting to hear from someone who attend-
ed the grammar school in 1920 and 1921, 
if such a report would be possible. 
Howard Book attended Beulah College 
Academy from 1926 to 1930, and Beulah 
Junior College from 1930 to 1932. He was 
editor of the Echo (yearbook) in 1931. He 
received his B.A. degree in 1936from Asbury 
College, an M. A. from the University of Cali-
fornia (Berkeley) in 1938, and a Ph.D. from 
the University of Kansas in 1948. He taught at 
Central College, McPherson, Kansas, for two 
years; and was Director of Teacher Education 
(1947-1968) and academic dean (1968-1978) 
at McPherson College. 
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I MESSIAH COLLEGE NEWS 
Brethren in Christ students 
voted Merit Scholars 
At the beginning of each school year 
during Convocation Chapel, one student 
from each of the sophomore, junior, and 
senior classes are recognized as Merit 
Scholars. This honor is awarded by the 
faculty to students who have proven to 
exemplify outstanding scholarship, lead-
ership, and school loyalty. 
This year two of the students recog-
nized belong to the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The junior class winner was Car-
olyn Johns, a junior accounting major 
from Nappanee, Ind., and the senior win-
ner was mathematics major Brenda Horst 
of Manheim, Pa. 
1995-1996 enrol lment 
increases to highest ever 
The official admissions count shows a 
record-breaking 673 freshmen and 95 
transfer students enrolled at Messiah this 
fall. Additionally, Messiah has 55 non-
t rad i t iona l s tudents enrol led in 
DegreePath, the adult degree completion 
program. Total enrollment in the tradi-
tional program is 2,428, over 100 more 
students than last year. 
Messiah again ranked as one of 
"America 's Best Colleges" 
Messiah College is one of the 40 best 
regional liberal arts schools in the coun-
try, according to U.S. News & World 
Report's 1996 college rankings. Messiah 
was ranked seventh among liberal arts 
colleges in the North for the second year 
in a row. 
Dr. John Gredy, vice president for 
community relations, considers this quite 
an honor for Messiah College. Dr. Gredy 
attributes this national recognition to sev-
eral factors including: strong academic 
reputation, outstanding sports programs, 
ideal location, a cultural arts series gain-
ing acclaim in the community, and an 
extremely high graduation rate (66 per-
cent of the entering students graduate in 
four years). 
When asked about what impact this 
will have on Messiah, Dr. Gredy said, 
"This comes at a great time to reward the 
November 1995 
New Song, one of two Messiah 
College music ministry teams, is 
bringing inspirational singing to 
churches across Pennsylvania 
and surrounding states this fall 
and spring. Along with the other 
group, Spirit Sound, the teams 
present programs of contempo-
rary Christian music, while mix-
ing in words of personal testi-
mony with their singing. The 
audience often gets involved in 
sing-a-longs led by the group. 
For booking information on a 
music ministry team write or 
call the Admissions office at 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 
17027, (717) 691-6000. 
college for its outstanding teaching and 
service. Messiah is emerging as not only 
a regional institution, but a nationally rec-
ognized liberal arts college. This year we 
were fortunate to have the highest record-
ed enrollment ever (approximately 2,400) 
in the school ' s history (founded in 
1909)." 
To arrive at the rankings, U.S. News 
tallied the results of 2,700 surveys of col-
lege presidents, deans, and admissions 
directors (a record response rate of 67 
percent). The experts were asked to rate 
all the schools in the same category as 
their own institution. They were asked to 
place each school into one of four quar-
tiles based upon its reputation. Each time 
a school was placed in the top quartile, it 
received four points; in the second quar-
tile, three points, etc. A school's total 
points were then divided by the number 
of survey participants. 
The resulting rankings were combined 
with educational data provided by the 
colleges themselves on student selectivi-
ty, faculty resources, financial resources, 
retention rate, and alumni satisfaction. 
U.S. News took a number of steps to 
ensure the integrity of data used in these 
rankings. 
Messiah was one of seven schools 
from the Coalition for Christian Colleges 
and Universities included in the regional 
liberal arts colleges rankings. The others 
were John Brown University (Ark., No. 7 
South), Taylor University (Ind., No. 6 
Midwest), Le Tourneau University (Tex., 
No. 3 West), Northwest Nazarene Col-
lege (N.D., No. 4 West), George Fox Col-
lege (Oreg., No. 6 West), Oklahoma Bap-
tist University (No. 9 West). The rank-
ings appear in the September 18 issue. 
U.S. News includes Messiah 
among best values 
U.S. News & World Report has ranked 
Messiah College among the best values in 
regional liberal arts colleges. The best 
value rankings appeared in a special sec-
tion on financing college in the Septem-
ber 25 issue of the magazine. 
"We are very pleased to be recognized 
as a best value by the national press," 
said Messiah president Rodney Sawatsky. 
"We know that we are providing an 
excellent education and a reasonable 
price, but it is also gratifying to have our 
perspective confirmed by reliable com-
parative data." 
The U.S. News best value rankings 
were devised to provide a realistic mea-
sure of where students can get the best 
education for their money. The rankings 
relate the cost of attending an institution 
to its quality. The best values are calcu-
lated in relation to both the stated or 
"sticker" price (tuition plus room, board, 
and fees) and to the discounted price 
(tuition plus room, board, fees, books, 
and estimated personal expenses, minus 
the average of need-based grants). Mes-
siah was ranked fifth in the north among 
regional liberal arts colleges according to 
"sticker price." 
Messiah was ranked seventh among 
liberal arts colleges in the North accord-
ing to the U.S. News' annual rankings of 
America's Best Colleges, which appeared 
in the September 18 issue. Only schools 
that finished in the top 20 percent of these 
quality rankings among regional institu-




j~)iecipfeship for the 21st Century 
More than a ch i ld ren 's d i t ty 
"The wise man built his house upon 
a rock.. ." goes a little song most of us 
learned in our childhood. The story of 
the houses—one built on rock and the 
other on sand—and their fate has been 
familiar to most of us. We were taught 
it in s imp le t e rms , wh ich led us to 
believe that there were two actual men, 
one foolish enough to build on sand. 
We learned the lesson that i t 's good to 
build on solid foundations, and bad to 
build on soft ones. This simplistic and 
erroneous concept of what Jesus actu-
ally said is relieved somewhat by the 
last stanza of the children's song: "so 
bui ld your house on the Lord Jesus 
Christ... ." 
In tel l ing this s imple story, Jesus 
actually presented it as a simile, by 
wh ich he i l lus t ra ted a t ruth he was 
teaching. This little story is the con-
cluding paragraph of Jesus' Sermon on 
the Mount . The man building on the 
rock represents "everyone who hears 
these words of mine and puts them into 
Use this form to renew your subscription or give a gift 
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practice." And the man who built on 
sand represents the person in Jesus ' 
audience who "does not put them into 
practice." 
Jesus is clear about it: we are wise or 
foolish, depending on whether or not 
we put into practice his teachings. The 
wise man and the foolish man are u s — 
we choose which one we are. The story 
we learned in simple terms as children 
is not about building houses—it 's about 
living by the Sermon on the Mount. 
Not ice that Jesus ' criterion is not 
whether we agree with his ideas; nor 
whether we regard him as master teach-
er; nor whether we say he is the divine 
Son of God; not even whether we pro-
fess him as Lord and Savior. The dis-
tinguishing criterion is whether or not 
we practice the way of life he taught. 
It is true that the way Jesus taught is 
challenging—at times it seems imprac-
tical, even impossible. In our humanity 
we have trouble seeing the long view, 
the big picture. It 's hard to acknowl-
edge that this way of life is, in the long 
run, a great way to go. So we find ways 
to sidestep the challenging instructions 
while maintaining the claim that we fol-
low Jesus as Lord, and happily claim 
him as Savior f rom our sinfulness. 
Jesus is gent ly remind ing us that 
whenever we make weal th-gathering 
the priority of our life, we are estab-
lishing our life on a poor foundation. 
Likewise, when we refuse to forgive; 
when we become judgmental; when we 
engage in ostentatious charity or wor-
ship; when we fail to love and serve 
those who act as our enemies; when we 
indulge in lustful thinking; then we are 
fools building on sand, with collapse 
our destiny. 
Jesus also wonderful ly aff i rms the 
strength of the life based on his teach-
ings. This l ife will make sense ulti-
mately, f requently even during one ' s 
earthly pilgrimage. Far f rom being an 
inferior way to pass our earthly days, 
Jesus' teachings open new possibilities 
for happiness in this life. 
Samuel M. Brubaker lives in Arcanum, 
Ohio. 
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Dear Paul , 
I c a n ' t be l ieve i t ' s N o v e m b e r already. Whi l e mos t 
peop le are th inking about the u p c o m i n g Thanksg iv ing 
ho l iday (i t 's a ho l iday ce lebra ted with m u c h food and 
footbal l ) , m y m i n d is wande r ing to o ther topics. You see, 
I s eem to h a v e an annoy ing habi t of a lmos t ki l l ing 
myse l f in N o v e m b e r . It w a s a year ago that I f l ipped the 
b ike and took rock samples with m y head . T w o years 
be fo re that I bare ly missed dr iv ing into a thi r ty-foot 
ravine at the t own park . It w a s evening , had been rain-
ing, and I was go ing 4 0 m.p .h . w h e n I real ized there was 
a tee in the road and no p a v e m e n t in f ron t of me . Funny 
h o w that happens . But no th ing will ever compare to that 
qui l t ing acc ident in ' 9 2 . 1 still have n igh tmares about 
that one . 
Speak ing of accidents , I ' v e been th inking about t w o 
of m y ch i ldhood f r i ends lately. I was eight w h e n one of 
t hem w a s hit and ki l led by a car. To 
be total ly hones t , I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r 
be ing terr ibly upse t at the t ime, 
a l though the fac t that I still r e m e m -
ber par t of his eu logy e ighteen years 
later m a k e s m e w o n d e r h o w m u c h it 
real ly did a f fec t me . T h e o ther f r i end 
w h o c o m e s to m i n d tried to kill h im-
self one W e d n e s d a y night a f te r you th 
g roup . (It w a s one of the nights I 
m i s s e d youth , so I never real ly k n e w 
wha t happened . ) We went on to have 
great t imes together , and I c a n ' t 
imag ine h o w di f fe ren t th ings wou ld 
be today if he had succeeded . 
A f r i end of mine has a pol icy of 
m i n i m i z i n g w h a t he calls "s ingle 
poin t fa i lu res , " those th ings that have 
no backup . For example , car ry ing a spare tube whi le b ik-
ing avoids the s ingle point fa i lure oppor tuni ty of a f lat 
tire. I learned about his pol icy w h e n he decl ined to c l imb 
out on a n a r r o w r idge wi th m e on one of our backpack-
ing trips. I l aughed and told h im that l ife is a series of 
s ingle poin t fa i lures . The re is no such thing as risk 
avo idance , only r isk min imiza t ion . In o ther words , you 
can be p repared , but never in control . Overal l , l ife seems 
pret ty r a n d o m . You cross the street at the w r o n g t i m e — 
you die . You in tent ional ly ove rdose on p i l l s—you walk 
a w a y f r o m it. I k e e p a razor b l ade on m y l iving r o o m fun 
shelf to r e m i n d m e h o w tenuous l ife real ly is. (It c a m e 
wi th the apar tment . I th ink the carpet guy lef t it.) Odd ly 
enough, the ins t rument wi th which peop le slit their 
wrists r eminds m e that I ' m very m u c h alive and obl igat-
ed to pursue life. 
Late ly I ' v e been compar ing m y life wi th that of s o m e 
of m y coworkers . I ' v e been trying to f igure out wha t 
mot iva tes t h e m — i t seems to be a combina t ion of golf , 
a lcohol , and new compute r sof tware . I w o n d e r if their 
l ives are as empty as I k n o w mine would be wi thout 
Christ . Tha t ' s another use of m y razor blade, a 
metaphor ic one this t ime. I try to imagine be ing surgical-
ly r e m o v e d f r o m Chris t so I can bet ter unders tand these 
people at work. I can ' t . The closest I can get is a sense of 
total darkness . 
Just be tween you and me , I ' m not all that conce rned 
about eternal l ife. Let m e rephrase t ha t—I d o n ' t worry 
about eternal l ife. I t ' s bombproo f . As you yourself said, 
"nei ther death nor l ife, nei ther angels 
nor demons , nei ther the present nor 
the fu ture , nor any powers , nei ther 
height nor depth, nor anyth ing else in 
all creat ion, will be able to separate 
us f r o m the love of God that is in 
Chris t Jesus our Lo rd . " I th ink tha t ' s 
why the thought of death has never 
really bo thered m e all that m u c h . 
W h a t I do work at is h o w m y fai th 
af fec ts this l ife. But you were r ight 
w h e n you wrote to the Cor in th ians , 
"if all we get out of Chris t is a little 
inspirat ion for a f e w short years , 
w e ' r e a pretty sorry lot ." (Tha t ' s the 
way The Message t ranslates your 
counse l in 1 Cor in th ians 15:19.) 
John wrote , " H e w h o ove rcomes 
will not be hurt at all by the second dea th ," in his book 
of Revela t ion . A f r iend of m i n e captured that thought 
beaut i fu l ly the other w e e k with his c o m m e n t , "The first 
death is cake . " M y grandfa ther summar i zed it a little dif-
ferent ly the last t ime I saw h im. H e said, " I ' l l see you 
later," and passed away the fo l lowing week . I k n o w he ' s 
in a bet ter p lace , but... . Anyway , i t 's good to be al ive and 
that ' s really the only thing that comes to mind to be 
thankfu l for this T h a n k s g i v i n g — f o r the l ife that is really 
"l i fe and the l ife ever af ter ." 
Peace , 
O n e s i m u s 
There is no such 
thing as risk 
avoidance, only 
risk minimization. 
In other words, 
you can be 
prepared, but 
never in control. 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication. " 




by J o h n A. Byers 
The "litmus test" of a vision is the 
result it produces. It 's usually easier to 
gain agreement on what needs to be 
done than on how to go about it. A sig-
nificant city in the United States faced 
internal friction among its leadership. A 
Task Force was appointed and quickly 
determined the agenda, but the decision 
about how to implement it took months. 
The vision of "250 Growing, Disci-
pling and Sending Congregations by 
AD 2000" is not difficult to accept. It 
consists of the four basics of the Great 
Commission: a) reach out to unsaved 
persons, (b) lead them to a personal 
relationship with Christ, (c) disciple 
them, and (d) mobilize them for min-
istry. The challenge of that vision is 
"getting at" these basics. 
Numerous factors can be noted as to 
why this vision could fall short of its 
potential. The bottom line to any list 
that might be compiled is our mindset 
about evangelism. All other issues are 
symptoms of the cause. 
Two of the parables in Luke 15 
express the influence and impact of the 
church's mindset. Let 's call them the 
Elder Brother view and the Lost Sheep 
perspective. 
Both churches (parables) include the 
three basic types of persons: the shep-
herd (Christ), the lost (sheep/brother), 
and other members (the 99/elder broth-
er). The difference is the response of the 
other members. 
Consider first the Elder Brother 
view. The compassionate father is 
painfully aware that his younger son is 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
absent. The elder brother is busy with 
his life without evidencing any concern 
for the one away from home. He is well 
satisfied with things as they are. If you 
doubt that, note his response when the 
younger brother returns. 
The elder brother not only didn't 
care about the lost brother's welfare, he 
was upset by his return. His return 
resulted in a different activity (ministry) 
and it took the father's attention and 
resources from him. His response to the 
invitation to celebrate, rejoice, and 
praise God, was "pay attention to me, I 
deserve it." 
It 's easy to translate that to a local 
congregation. Elder Brother churches 
tend to make ministry to sinners a low 
priority. They accuse sinners of doing 
more than they really have done, e.g., 
"He slept with harlots." There is grum-
bling about the new converts getting the 
attention. There is verbal affirmation of 
evangelism but non-supportive atti-
tudes. 
Now let's look at the Lost Sheep per-
spective. Again the caring shepherd 
hurts over the loss of one sheep. He 
must go find it. In this account the 
"other members" (the ninety and nine) 
bless his action. 
If that appears to be an unfounded 
assumption, consider the historical con-
text of the parable. Shepherds usually 
herded their flocks together. That pro-
vided mutual protection and assistance. 
If a sheep strayed, that shepherd gave 
the care of his flock to another shep-
herd. If evening came before the shep-
herd returned, the second shepherd took 
both flocks to the fold and then watched 
for the return of the first shepherd. If the 
sheep was found, there was rejoicing, 
even though it belonged to another. 
Lost Sheep churches are sinner-con-
scious. They too have needs, but are 
prepared to have someone other than 
their shepherd minister to them. 
There is understanding that 
the recovering one needs 
special care. Someday 
that person will be car-
ing for and leading oth-
ers. The concern is for 
the lost ones. 
It is doubtful that any 
congregation is a pure 
Elder Brother or pure Lost 
Sheep church. Yet most have one or the 
other as a primary focus. It can be said, 
however, that both emphases are part of 
the Lost Sheep Church. 
The comments of the shepherd/father 
in both parables are instructive when 
deciding a congregation's emphasis. He 
was joyous in both cases. Salvation is a 
cause for celebration. His comment to 
the elder brother suggests there was no 
need to feel slighted. The father's 
resources were still available to him. An 
Elder Brother mindset tends to lose 
sight of the purpose and thereby miss 
the joy of being fruitful and growing 
personally at the same time. There was 
no need for a comment in the Lost 
Sheep parable; only an invitation to 
rejoice with him. 
The impact of the Brethren in Christ 
vision depends on each congregation's 
mindset. A simple check is to ask what 
do you appreciate most about your 
church? Lost Sheep people rejoice over 
new believers. A single focus on caring 
for family suggests Elder Brother fel-
lowship tends to focus on family care. 
True, almost every church talks about 
both concerns, but one is usually prima-
ry. 
The Brethren in Christ Church is on 
an intentional Lost Sheep focus. Yet we 
struggle with an Elder Brother mindset. 
Our strong community emphasis is both 
biblical and needed, yet it tends to lull 
us into an unhealthy satisfaction. Para-
phrasing Jesus' words in Matthew 23:23 
"...We need to do community but not 
neglect evangelism." 
The vision is a full cycle journey. 
Every congregation, regardless of size, 
can realize it if God is allowed to 
release any Elder Brother tendencies 
and replace them with qualities of a 
Lost Sheep Church. 
John A. Byers is 
bishop of the Cen-
tral Regional Con-
ference. 
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I me t a f r i end yes te rday and he asked h o w things 
were going . I said that l ife was tough, and br ief ly told 
h im m y p rob lems : the plant whe re I w o r k is c losing; i t 's 
go ing to be d i f f icu l t to pay the mor tgage ; s o m e o n e 
b a c k e d into m y w i f e ' s car last week . M y f r iend said, 
" C h e e r up. Th ings could be worse . " 
So I chee red up, and sure enough , th ings got worse: 
my w i f e lost her j o b ; the bank fo rec losed on the house ; 
and my car w a s stolen. (Yes, I k n o w — i t ' s an old joke . ) 
T h e disc ip les w e r e not hav ing that k ind of day. In 
fact , they w e r e "on top of the wor ld . " Jesus had sent 72 of 
t hem out across the coun t rys ide (Luke 10), to every town 
and p lace he p lanned to visit . He had even given them a 
"v is ion s ta tement" : they were to heal the sick and to 
p reach the g o o d n e w s of the c o m i n g k i n g d o m of God . 
T h e y mus t h a v e had a t r emendous ly e f fec t ive ministry, 
because w h e n the disciples re turned f r o m their tour, they 
were re jo ic ing: "Lord , even the d e m o n s submi t to us in 
your n a m e . " 
Jesus ' response was not what they expected. "I know— 
I gave you author i ty to o v e r c o m e all the power s of the 
enemy. But do not re jo ice in that . . ." 
If I had been one of the 7 2 , 1 probably would have 
been th inking: Wait a minu te . You gave us a vision of 
minis t ry . . .we did i t . . .we had great success . . .and w e ' r e not 
supposed to re jo ice in that? W h y not? We did this for 
you , and it w o r k e d ! 
A s s u m i n g I had blur ted out m y thoughts , Jesus might 
have said, "Le t m e f in ish , p lease . D o n ' t re jo ice in your 
The second "top ten" list of 
captions for this picture 
One of the items in the August "humor" issue of the 
Visitor was this cartoon and nine possible captions. 
Readers were invited to submit additional captions. 
Some of those were: 
10. Individual opinions of what the word "tithing" means. 
9. "So you're saying that if each family had this many children, 
we 'd really experience church growth?" 
8. In voting for how many delegates to send to General Con-
ference, it was obvious that everyone wanted to go to Cali-
fornia, since the church had only 8 members. 
7. The Church Board deciding what percentage of the budget to 
send to Cooperative Ministries. 
6. The Worship Committee's estimate of the number of people 
who can comfortably fit into a pew. 
5. "Ok. What percentage should we raise the pastor's salary?" 
Our names are written there. 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s — e v e n those which have resul ted in the 
gospel be ing preached and people being healed. Trust me , 
there ' l l be some tough days ahead w h e n you w o n ' t be 
feel ing so happy and ful f i l led . Instead, here ' s wha t you 
are to re joice in: that your n a m e s are wri t ten in heaven . " 
Certainly these 72 disciples had reason to be happy— 
they had seen " success" in their ministry. But success is 
not a lways guaranteed , even to those w h o are obedien t to 
God . For example , John the Bap t i s t—the one w h o pre-
pared the way for Ch r i s t—had been th rown into H e r o d ' s 
prison and later was beheaded (Mark 6:17-29) . 
Success fu l minis t ry tour, or cha ined in H e r o d ' s 
pr i son? Celebrat ing, or mourn ing? Both images are part 
of the l ife of Chr i s t ' s disciples. W h i c h image represents 
your l ife this N o v e m b e r ? 
Certa inly we should be gra teful fo r "every good and 
per fec t g i f t " we are pr ivi leged to enjoy. But we need to 
get our " thanksg iv ing" priori t ies straight. Le t ' s r e m e m b e r 
Jesus ' counsel , that our re jo ic ing should focus on the gif t 
of salvation he has provided . T h a n k God , "our n a m e s are 
wri t ten in heaven . " G 
A couple of readers have reported receiving a defective copy 
of the Visitor. It seems that the "double sheet detector" on the 
press has occasionally allowed two sheets of paper to be print-
ed at the same time, with the result that several pages of a mag-
azine will have no printing. The printing division is taking steps 
to correct the problem. Persons who received a defective copy 
can call our office (800) 253-9315 and we will mail a replace-
ment copy (as long as supplies last). 
4. No wonder the guy on the left is hiding his face. With a num-
ber like that, it 's obvious he has no idea what 's going on! 
3. In voting for how many months the pastor's sabbatical should 
be, one thing became clear: the congregation needed a break. 
2. "All right, delegates. How many times should we sing 'And 
can it be?' at our next General Conference?" 
and the Number One caption... 
1. We need how many bishops?!? 
Thanks to all who sent in captions. Sorry we couldn't print all 
of them. (Actually, this is a picture of the editorial advisory 
committee with their suggestions of how many captions to print!) 
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\ Shall we try 
^^ * family time" 
^ again? by Jeanne Hedgerow 
I was visiting my parents with my twin daughters. The 
evening dishes were done, the twins were in bed, and I 
was playing Clue® with my sisters when the game was 
interrupted by my father who announced, "Well, let's have 
devotions, shall we?" 
Devotions! I was surprised at the resentment that swept 
over me. Daddy is just the same—gotta squeeze in devo-
tions, no matter what. I gritted my teeth and went along. 
Later I worried about why I resented family devotions 
so much. After all, I was grateful for the Christian home 
I 'd grown up in, respected my parents ' deep love for 
God ' s Word, and agreed with them that parents are 
responsible for the spiritual t r a i n i n g c h i l d r e n . 
Now our own children were coming along. I believed 
strongly that the most effective lessons for them would be 
taught by the living example we parents set. But we 
weren ' t infallible, and they would need God 's unfailing 
principles and instructions. Were family devotions crucial 
to this kind of training? 
I realized it would be all too easy to let the whole mat-
ter slide, or act out of guilt. I had to sort out for myself 
and, with my husband, make conscious decisions about 
what was important for spiritual growth in our family. 
Some of my conclusions were: 
• Devotions should be a means, not an end. "Having 
devotions" won ' t make my family more spiritual. Reading 
God ' s Word is important in order to know God and how 
he wants us to live. But our chief end should be living 
God ' s Word, not just reading it. Are we able to apply 
God ' s Word to our everyday relationships at home? 
• Devotions should be a celebration, not an inquisition. 
Priority and regularity are important in establishing family 
devotions, but unrealistic expectations only lead to frus-
tration and guilt. One good time of family worship per 
week might be better than daily devotions that are too 
lengthy or get forced at inopportune times. There should 
be a freedom for indi-
viduals not to partic-
ipate occasionally, 
and not every 
family gather-







band and I decided to start small: Bible stories at bedtime 
with the twins, and a once-a-week early morning Bible 
study together for us. It was a small step, but it was both 
realistic and meaningful at that time. 
As the years have passed, we have followed two major 
principles: Pick a natural time when the family is already 
gathered, and keep it short. For us this gradually settled 
into our breakfast time. We spend the first ten minutes of 
our morning together at the table singing and reading f rom 
Scripture, a devotional guide, or a Bible storybook. (Keep-
ing food hot is solved for us by an electric griddle on 
which we do pancakes or fried eggs right at the table after 
devotions. On scrambled-egg or hot-cereal days, we use a 
covered hot pan to keep the food warm for ten minutes.) 
This devotional time is supported throughout the day by 
singing songs of praise at other meals, reading family-cen-
tered books (some specifically Christian, some not) out 
loud after supper, praying at bedtime alone with each 
child, and joining in spontaneous prayer as a family when 
a need or thanksgiving arises during the day. 
This has generally been a successful approach for us. 
Our girls don' t moan and groan about devotions; it just 
happens to be the first thing in each day. Worship and 
prayer are a natural part of their lives all day long. 
But it 's not perfect. There are mornings when glassy 
eyes indicate someone's still asleep. And getting kids off 
to school isn't always conducive to long discussions grow-
ing out of an Old Testament story. As the twins get older, 
what was meaningful last year can become this year 's rut. 
Now that I think about it, it may be time for another evalu-
ation.... 
Article courtesy of David C. Cook Publishing Company, Elgin, III. 
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